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Chicago Candidates’ Questionnaire 

Municipal Election 

Theodore “Ted” Williams  

Legislative, Alderman 9th ward 

12559 S. Michigan Ave. 

Political Science Faculty, City Colleges of Chicago, Kennedy-King College 

312-952-6514 

Tdwillia3@gmail.com 

Louis Raymond 

773-368-0758 

louiscraymond@gmail.com  

11625 S. Michigan Ave. 

www.restoringhope2015.com 

a. No 

b. No 

c. Yes 

d. IFT-AFT Local 1600 $5000 

e. I desire to be an independent voice for reform in the City Council. In my life, I have been 

fortunate to have had many professional experiences and opportunities. For this reason, elected 

office is an act of service for me, rather than a means to career advancement. It is critical that 

public servants retain an allegiance to their values and their constituents that supersedes any 

personal ambition or connection to the agenda of other officials.  I pledge to be accessible, 

accountable, transparent, and a servant to all of the citizens of the 9th ward. 

f. I envision the 9th ward as a vibrant and safe place to raise a family, full of high quality 

businesses, housing, and entertainment options. 

g.  

Small Business/ Economic Development- 

Expanding small businesses and attracting high quality investment is critical. For this reason, I will: 

 Build a 9th Ward Business Incubator- Encourage locally owned businesses by identifying 
additional capital sources, supporting business friendly zoning, and hosting a yearly competition 
to create and grow small businesses in the ward   

 Work to expand the SSA small business program  
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  Attract high quality and diverse food, shopping, and entertainment options to the ward. Local 
residents should not have to travel to enjoy the best our world class city has to offer.  

 Ensure that local development is done by businesses from within the community 

 Develop a long term business and workforce development plan to assure that the 9th ward 
becomes a serious stakeholder and producer in the global economy 

 Create a Far Southside Arts District    

Education – 

Every child deserves a high quality education. For this reason, I will: 

 Push for an elected school board that is responsible to citizens when decisions are made 

 Advocate at the state level for education funding reform 

 Support the rerouting of TIF dollars back to Chicago Public Schools 

Public Safety- 

Public safety is critical. For this reason I will: 

 Work to expand community policing efforts 

 Commit to workforce development and additional programmatic opportunities intended to give 

our youth alternatives 

 Initiate a ward-based yearly gun-buyback program 

 Lobby at the state-level to prevent illegal trafficking of guns into our area 

 Support targeted gang reduction strategies  

I also support:  

 The creation of a Resident Based Advisory Council for the transparent use of TIF dollars in the 

ward 

 The “Keeping the Promise Ordinance” to properly utilize CHA’s $432 million surplus to decrease 

housing insecurity in the city 

 The LaSalle St. tax on financial transactions 

 A moratorium on red light cameras  

 Viable land-use options for abandoned properties and lots 

 The current moratorium on the expansion of landfills in Chicago and Cook County. The 9th ward 

has suffered from heavy environmental pollution for many years.  

 Term Limits for the City Council 
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h. My father  

i. Ted Williams III is an educator and activist who has taught Political Science at Chicago State 

University and is currently the Chairman of the Social Science Department at Kennedy-King 

College. He is the former host of PBS-WYCC television’s The Professors and has provided political 

commentary for BET-TV, NBC-TV, WGN-TV, Upfront with Jesse Jackson, PRI, and WVON radio in 

addition to a host of periodicals. He holds degrees in Public Policy Studies from the University of 

Chicago and Rutgers University where he studied under former New Jersey Governor Jim 

Florio. Williams served on the team that negotiated the first successful union contract for part-

time City Colleges’ faculty and presently serves on the newly formed Chicago Public Schools’ Far 

Southside Community Advisory Council. He served as a state-wide spokesman for school reform 

and advised the team that successfully lobbied for extending the age of healthcare insurance 

coverage for students in Illinois. He has hosted a series of town hall meetings and has worked on 

a myriad of public issue campaigns surrounding environmental justice and the elimination of 

food deserts in urban communities.  Furthermore, he is the founder of the 3rd Dimension 

Performance Group, an arts-based company that has provided production services for various 

clients and performing arts instruction for hundreds of young people in Chicago and the 

surrounding suburbs. He is the author of the theatrical production TORN the Musical, and of the 

book The Way Out: Christianity, Politics, and the Future of the African American 

Community. Williams considers his most important work his role as a church minister at The 

Way Christian Ministries and as a husband and father to his wife Roslyn and their three beautiful 

children, Gabrielle, Amaris, and Ted IV.  

j. Yes, 3 

k. Yes 

l. Yes, Yes, Yes, Yes, Yes, Yes 

m. Public financing of campaigns 

n. N/A 

o. I support the creation of a Resident Based Advisory Board for the use of TIF funds in the ward. I 

also will have an open policy for constituent needs, and consistent public meetings on the major 

decisions facing the ward.  

p. Yes 

1. Yes, Yes 

2. Yes, Yes 

3. Yes, Yes 

4. Yes 

5. Yes, Yes 

6. Yes, Yes 

7. Absolutely, Yes 

8. Yes, Yes 

9. No 

10. Yes, Yes 

11. Yes, Yes 
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12. Possibly, however, the vast majority of jobs through the city’s jobs program currently go to 

African American youth. 

13. Yes 

14. Absolutely, Yes 

15. Yes  

16. Yes  

17. Yes, Yes 

18. Possibly 

19. Possibly 

20. Yes, Yes 

21. No 

22. Possibly 

23. Yes… I am open to a variety of methods to achieve this goal. 

24. Possibly…I am open to a variety of methods to achieve this goal. 

25. Absolutely 

26. Yes 

27. Yes… I am open to a variety of methods to achieve this goal. 

28. Yes 

29. Yes 

30. Absolutely 

31. Possibly 

32. Yes 

33. Possibly 

34. Possibly 

35. Possibly 

36. Yes 

37. Yes 

38. Absolutely, Yes  

39. Possibly 

40. Yes 

41. Possibly 

42. Yes 

43. Yes 

44. Possibly 

45. Yes 

46. Yes 

47. Yes 

48. Absolutely 

49. Possibly 

50. Possibly 

51. Yes, Yes 

52. Yes 
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53. Yes 

54. Yes 

55. Yes 

56. Yes 

57. Absolutely 

58. Yes, Yes 

59. Yes 

60. Absolutely 

 

 

  


