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Candidate Information   
Name on Ballot 
 
Office Sought:    ___Executive  ___Legislative 
 
District Name/Number 
 
Home Address 
 
Employer/Your Title 
 
Phone 
 
Email 
 
Candidate signature attesting to the truthfulness, accuracy, and authorship of this Questionnaire. 
 
 
      
Date Print Sign 
 

[Please attach primary campaign literature, bio, and vita] 
 
Campaign Information   
Campaign Manager 
 
Phone 
 
Email 
 
Address 
 
Website 
 
a. Have you run for public office before, and if so, what office[s] with what results? 

 
 
 
 
 

b. Have you been appointed to any public committees, commissions, task forces?  If so, please list. 
 
 
 
 

Tara F. Baldridge

8th Ward

8742 S. East End Ave

Center for STEM Education and Research at Chicago State University/Consultant

773-619-8371

tarainfo@gmail.com

2/9/2015 Tara Baldridge
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c. Have you, are you, or will you be accepting funds from any mayoral candidate or political action 
committee [PAC], eligible for campaign use by February 24, 2015?   
Yes_____   No_____ List: 
 
 
 
 
 

d. Please list your top 5 largest campaign contributors/amounts: 
     

Contributor Amount 

1.  

2.   

3.  

4.  

5.  

 
Candidate's Plans and Goals for Office 
e. Why are you running for this office?  What makes you the best candidate for this office? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

f. Describe your vision for your constituency. 
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g. What policy, legislative, and/or service goals will you focus on achieving during the 2015-2019?  
Please be as specific as possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

h. Who are your role models and the most important advisors and mentors you access for 
guidance in business and service life? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

i. List the community and civic service experiences that have prepared you for this office? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

j. Do you support term limits for the office you are seeking or currently holding?  If so, how many 
terms?    
Yes_____   No_____ Rationale: 

 
 
 
 

k. Would you commit to helping mentor a field of successors? 
Yes_____   No_____ Rationale: 
 
 
 
 

l. Please answer all of the following ballot referenda applicable to your legislative district: 
● Whether employers should be required to offer paid leave in the event of illness, domestic 

violence or an emergency school closing [citywide] 
Yes_____   No_____ 
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● Whether workers who commit domestic violence should be required to receive treatment as 
a condition of continued employment [citywide] 
Yes_____   No_____  

● Whether Chicago or Illinois should seek a system of campaign finances that involve a mix of 
small, private contributions and public funding [citywide] 
Yes_____   No_____  

● Whether to ban petroleum coke storage and transportation in the 10th Ward [only on ballots 
in the 10th Ward] 
Yes_____   No_____  

● Whether a TIF advisory council should be formed [only on ballots in Precinct 30 of the 16th 
Ward] 
Yes_____   No_____  

● Whether to elect the Chicago School Board [only the following wards: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 
12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 40, 45, 
46, 47, 49, and 50]  
Yes_____   No_____  

 
m. What, if any, reforms to campaign finance laws are you willing to support? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
n. Many constituents in our community complain they don't believe their voices are heard by 

political leadership, or even worse, ignored.  Issues such as recent school closings and traffic 
cameras have highlighted those feeling of powerlessness: the community overwhelmingly 
objected to them, yet witnessed leadership proceed in spite of those objections.  What plans 
have you made to ensure that your constituents feel heard and heeded? Please be as specific as 
possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
o. Would you be willing to attend short, periodic CBCO-sponsored Legislative Briefings on issues of 

significant impact to the Black community? 
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PLATFORM QUESTIONS 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
 

For each of the questions and/or propositions starting on the next page, please answer 
with a Yes or No and provide Rationale/Method.  If the topic will be a priority for your 
administration, you may indicate as “First 100 Days.”  Please provide a reason for skipping 
a question.  Please add extra sheets as needed, ensuring that your Name and Question# 
appear on all additional sheets.  The CBCO welcomes any questions which will help you 
provide your best response.   
 
You may contact Cecile Johnson of CBCO during the hours of 7am-7pm for this purpose: 
by phone @ 773-431-2788 via email @ africandevelopmentplan@gmail.com.  Your 
question will be answered by the next business day. 
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FISCAL/INFRASTRUCTURE 
1. TIF Reform.  State of Illinois “Tax Increment Financing” law [TIF] is a tool designed to finance 

real estate development plans.  It allows for a certain portion of certain taxes paid by 
Chicagoans in certain mapped areas to be used to spur investment in that area – if blighted – 
once plans for that area have been approved; for example, real estate taxes withdrawn from 
the operating budgets of schools and parks and invested in a vacant commercial corridor in the 
area.  Abuses to this system have been widely reported.  The practice of TIF “porting” enables, 
for example, our City Council to take taxes collected from a blighted Black neighborhood and 
invest them in a rich south loop development, such as $55 million toward a DePaul University 
sports stadium.  The practice of TIF accumulation without distribution allows, for example, a 
mayor to collect and hold without distribution, accounting, or return, [currently] $1.7 billion 
dollars in taxes which he or she can spend on any project, at any time, in any neighborhood, no 
matter how rich through a unilateral decision to do so – unless vetoed by City Council.  Have 
you studied the research on this topic by the TIF Illumination Project [tifreports.com], and 
would you support TIF reform that required a) full quarterly public accounting of all TIF funds 
collected; b) elimination of porting power; c) requirement that a resident-approved plan exist 
before certifying a TIF district; and d) return of all funds which were not used for the approved 
development plan to the TIF district from which they were taken? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

2. Gramm Leach Bliley Act.  The Gramm Leach Bliley Act impacts our entire life cycle: from less 
strict regulation of student loans, to the massive mortgage meltdown, evolving 
mismanagement of pension plans, and disproportionate harm to Black communities receiving 
Community Reinvestment Act funds [CRA financing, under which banks with a history of 
redlining must invest in deteriorating urban communities]. Would you support a resolution that 
would call for the repeal of the Gramm Leach Bliley Act of 1999? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

3. Independent Financial Audits.  Would you support a series of independent audits of all of the 
City’s public agencies and revenue streams, including but not limited to fees, fines, and other 
collections, as well as by distribution or disbursement; review of the financial institutions that 
have managed the City’s Pension and Chicago Housing Authority funds; Public Building 

It is imperative that the new city council take control on the management and transparency of the TIF program before any 
further initiatives are implemented with these funds. TIF's have been used improperly throughout the current administration 
and have not served their initial purpose to aid blighted communities. I support a full audit of the TIF program and reform that 
eliminates the porting of TIF's and brings funds back to the communities from which they came.
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Commission; Chicago Public Schools, how each school is spending its Title 1 funds, and how 
each school is meeting the needs of the student populations it serves; City Colleges of Chicago, 
its open enrollment and financial aid practices, and the impact of increasing student loan debt 
and low academic outcomes on Black students?  
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

4. CTA Improvements.  The CTA has increased costs and decreased service, and seems to 
consistently operate at a loss.  Services cut to communities with less transportation options and 
the lowest household incomes severely harm the ability of those residents to travel to work. 
Would you support restoration of previously eliminated CTA bus and rail services and an 
increase in the frequency of the existing services in the Black community?  How would you 
increase CTA viability?   
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

5. Public Bank.  Would you support legislation to eliminate ‘Chicago’s Infrastructure Trust’ and 
replace it with a more transparent, democratic, cost effective system, such as a state-owned 
public bank modeled after the Bank of North Dakota [publicbankinginstitute.org], thereby 
allowing Chicago to extend lines of credit to small business owners beyond traditional bank 
capacity; apartment building owners in under-served communities; and address infrastructure 
needs without the high interest rates and finance fees the city now pays to borrow from other 
financial institutions and investors? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/JOBS 
6. The Promise of Jobs.  Our community is routinely promised jobs which never materialize.  

Would you support an ordinance requiring industries seeking “license to operate” in Chicago to 

In order to properly create a viable budget and operations with a new city council and Mayor, an audit of all agencies is 
paramount to our city. 

I think an audit of the CTA service and operations would be useful to guage existing and future service. I would move to 
increase service in the Black community by creating more express services to areas most traveled so that residents have 
more reliable transportation options. I also support the increase in "bus lanes" during rush hour to provide better service.

This is a system that I would love to see implemented in the city of Chicago. I belive that one of the reasons Chicago is in 
such a deplorable financial state is the dependency on outside intitutions and lines of credit. We must learn to keep our 
money within the city of Chicago and support our own businesses as well as use our own companies for improving 
infrastructure and creating growth opportunities.
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detail all projections of new jobs not only by quantity, but also by a) zip code of hires, b) salary, 
c) tenure/retention aims, and d) race. 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

7. Chicago Broadband Challenge.  The state awarded $2 million in Illinois Jobs Now! capital 
funding to Gigabit Squared. In 2012, the Mayor announced the launch of the Chicago 
Broadband Challenge, a unique initiative to engage the public to secure Chicago’s position as 
one of the digital capitals of the country and the city with the greatest availability of ultra-high-
speed broadband in the United States. The Broadband Challenge is a plan to create the 
infrastructure for high-speed Internet throughout the city. Initial plans included outfitting 15 
commercial corridors with gigabit-speed Internet. This plan has three main goals: 1) Ultra-fast 
gigabit-bit speed internet, 2) Extending low-cost, high-speed internet to under-served areas, 3) 
Free WI-FI access in all public parks and other spaces.  The City stated, "This is really a huge 
economic development initiative [and] will encourage business creation, growth, expansion and 
relocation".  Current plans target 7 areas that are already technologically ahead of under-
served areas and therefore those under-served areas (read that as south and west side 
communities) are caught in a cycle of being left behind the technological curve, thereby 
adversely impacting economic growth of these areas.  Do you support shifting the Chicago 
Broadband Challenge funding and/or allocating additional funding and prioritizing the 
deployment of ultra-high-speed broadband to Black south and west side under-served areas 
most in need of investment to spur economic development and an accounting for the 
expenditure of the $2,000,000 awarded by the State?   
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

8. Obama Presidential Library.  Strong community benefits models are represented in the West 
Harlem Community Benefits Agreement with Columbia University/NYC; City of Milwaukee 
Ordinance, File #080218, for City resident participation in public works contracts; the 
Democracy Collaborative; CommunityWealth.Org; ICIC “Measuring the Shared Value of Anchor 
Community Engagement;” The Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law; and 
“Housing Bronzeville,” a project of the Lugenia Burns Hope Center.  Would you support a City 
Council resolution asking the Obama Presidential Library Committee to place the Library in a 
predominantly Black area of the south side of the city as a means of spurring economic growth 

I would also inject a requirement that on the job training be an option if applicants in the area are not already "qualified" to do 
the work. Too often jobs come to our community and we have few individuals who are properly trained to perform. In order to 
ensure positions are filled by residents, we need to place a premium on companies that are willing to not only hire, but also 
train in an effort to expand job opportunities.

This is sorely needed in our south and west side communities and would contribute to major economic growth. This plan 
should be allocated fairly across the city.
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and development, including economic development metrics requested by the Bronzeville 
Regional Ad Hoc Collective, to wit: 

 Community-wealth building. Substantial goals, metrics, monitoring, and tracking of the 
increased household income and net worth of present Bronzeville region residents, directly or 
indirectly attributable to OPL developments; and an independent third party entity 
contracted to report/verify increments over time. 

 Moratorium & Mapping. Transparent and ongoing mapping of land ownership in the OPL 
region and “real-time” website reporting of land transfers. Temporary stay of public financing 
on acquisition of OPL area real estate after official announcement of RFP finalists in order to 
manage for mitigation of land grabbing. 

 Grandfathered Real Estate Taxes & Assessments. Establishment of community-led 
community land trusts in tandem with tax abatements to ensure sustained affordability by 
low and moderate-income households and to avoid displacement. 

 Neighbor Property Acquisition. Preferences, incentives, grants, forgivable loans, special-
interest mortgages, and other funds set aside for the purchase of OPL region real estate by 
current residents. 

 Cash contributions and contracts to community. Endowment of a Benefits Fund with cash 
advance on signing, and long-term allocations of support for business development and 
investment; purchasing agreements and collectives; and job readiness and training. 

 Other practices/prohibitions such as eminent domain forbearance; collaboration/investment 
toward life-saving trauma center; guaranteed percentages of resident hiring [including 
Section 3, Davis Bacon, MBD/DBE/WBE with retention requirements]; renegotiated terms for 
construction trade jobs pipeline; and region-wide network of community centers for teens 
and lifelong education.   
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  

 
9. Chicago Park District Land.  Chicago already lags significantly behind other high-density U.S. 

cities, ranking 14 out of 18 high density cities when measuring acres of open space per 1000 
residents (by the Trust for Public Land). Furthermore, Chicago has failed to meet the goals set 
forth in the City and Chicago Park Districts’ own CitySpace Plan of 1998, which requires the city 
to achieve two acres per 1000 residents by 2010 in each community area (and a further goal of 
five acres per 1000 residents by 2020).  Would you support the taking of Chicago Park District 
land by the University of Chicago for the Obama Presidential Library without complete 
disclosure and resident ratification of the terms of the transaction, including: a) price paid for 
the land, b) location and pre- and post-development value of replacement land, c) sources of 
replacement park development funds, d) voting members of a Resident’s Community Council to 
participate in all aspects of any such redevelopment, and e) concrete limits to any agreed on 
transfer? 

We must move quickly on a bid for the OPL and I support building in a predominately Black neighborhood on the south side. 
This library would be a tremendous vehicle for community growth provided there is a guarantee that the neighborhood will 
not be gentrified to make room for the build out. 
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Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

10. Major Investments. The Mayor, Governor and President Barack Obama formally announced 
that Chicago was selected as the home of a new $320 million digital manufacturing hub. The 
lab, to be built on Goose Island, will provide a top-of-the-line research and development facility 
for digital technology companies of all sizes, and will be funded by a $70 million grant from the 
Defense Department, and $250 million in private and state funds. The Goose Island area is 
already experiencing significant economic growth.  We do not know consideration was given to 
locating the lab on the south or west sides.  Would you work to identify and support these 
types of investments that spur significant economic growth and development for under-served 
areas of the south and west sides, as well as provide your constituencies early notice of these 
types of plans in order to ensure that the community can use its voice towards the City and 
State selecting predominantly Black south and west side areas for these types of major 
investments –  with attendant protections against displacement of existing populations? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  

 
11. Minimum Wage.  A Minimum Wage Ordinance increases the minimum wage to $13/hr by the 

year 2019. This is a start, however it is insufficient. Do you support increasing the minimum 
wage (as other progressive cities and states have done) to $15/hr by 2016? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  

 
12. Youth Employment.  Should Chicago's youth employment programs give priority to Black youth 

applicants, based on their high percentage of unemployment? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  

While I support the OPL on the south side, I can not see the rationale behind the use of Park District land when there is 
an abundance of vacant land throughout the community. In an expensive city, our children and families deserve to have 
beautiful park space AND a beautiful library space. 

Yes, I would use my office to source out and garner these opportunties for the community.

I believe the $13/hr by 2019 will only serve to keep our working families in continued poverty. I fully support an increase 
in the minimum wage to $15/hr by 2016.
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13. City Contracts. There are long-standing guidelines for City contracts towards increasing 
business for minority businesses, expressed as MBE/WBE/DBE goals, and yet the City and Sister 
Agencies do not come remotely close to meeting these goals.  One of the reasons is vendors are 
often found in violation of minority goals for contracts (through fraudulent bidding, post award 
distribution of work, sub-contractor intimidation, etc).  Current fines are insufficient to promote 
compliance.   Would you support an ordinance to preclude a company from bidding or being a 
sole-source recipient of a city or sister-agency contract for a 2 year period on new city business 
or large additions to existing contracts if they are found to be in violation of the City or Sister 
Agency MBE/WBE/DBE goals?   
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

14. Chicago First.  To support and nurture the growth of local business and city residents, should all 
City contracts and procurement be awarded to Greater Chicago Area based companies first, 
prior to considering companies from other areas, and/or should locally-based companies 
receive additional ‘material points’ as a part of evaluating responses to City of Chicago and 
Sister Agency RFIs/RFPs/IFBs/etc.?  
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

15. Black Businesses.  Would you support a city program to accelerate the rate at which Black 
businesses are created and sustained, and policies-practices-payments that prioritize contracts 
with Black-owned companies? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

I would not only support a priority for Black youth, but I would encourage employment through internships at local 
businesses in partnership with neighborhood schools and colleges. I would also use the alderman's office to create 
employment for youth.

We should always look to support and develop Chicago area companies before considering others. It is imperative that we 
learn to rely on the talent that is in Chicago or create the talent to serve our needs through training centers, educational 
options and business incubators.

Within the 8th ward, my intention is to create Black businesses through education, assistance, mentorship and investment. It 
is up to us to create a new generation of Black owned corporations that can sustain business with the City and beyond.
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16. Corner Store Institute.  Would you support funding for a small business lab to generate 
networks of stores, distributed within walking distance of Black households, owned by 
neighbors, and focused on sales of locally-produced goods?  
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  

  
17. Tax Dollars.  Would you support an ordinance, to require the City to issue a bi-annual report 

detailing the breakdown of funding allocated/encumbered/expended in each Ward by 
infrastructure improvements, public and public/private development, schools, affordable and 
other housing, public transportation, public safety, and other categories of expenditures to 
achieve transparency in how equitably our tax dollars are distributed? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  

 
EDUCATION 
18. [Please Ignore – Question Deleted]   

  
  
  
  
 

19. School Repurposing.  Do you understand and support the concept of “schools as centers of 
communities”?  Would you support the repurposing of closed Chicago Public Schools as open-
enrollment schools? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

20. School Board.  Would you support an independent and democratically elected school board 
representing school districts that are equitably apportioned? 
Yes_____   No_____ 

Cooperative and community owned stores and businesses will significantly improve the viability of Black 
neighborhoods as well as create a universal social and financial agenda for African Americans.

While we live in a world class city, it is obvious that some neighborhoods benefit from services while others languish. A 
careful audit of funding and distribution of tax dollars is necessary to understand and change a biased system.

Viable neighborhood schools have the power to positively impact a community. I fully believe in and support this agenda.
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First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

21. School Privatization.  Would you support a permanent freeze on the commissioning and or 
creation of new charter and contract schools with public funds?   
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

22. Performance Results.  Would you support publication of side-by-side comparison of 
performance results of all schools within regularly scheduled reporting periods? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

23. CPS Curriculum.  Would you support the requirement that all CPS schools have a functioning 
library with certified librarian/media specialists; certified math and science teachers; the 
timplementation of the mandated Black History curriculum; civics, geography, music/band and 
art?  What methods would you use to monitor progress and compliance? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

24. Student Health.  Do you support the restoration of physical education in all elementary and 
secondary grades in CPS with qualified and certified PE teachers? Mainstreaming yoga and 
meditation practice?  Outdoor exercise on grass with gardens?  With what enforcement or 
penalties? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 

I submitted petitions to place the ERSB on the Feb. 24th ballot in the 8th ward. This is an issue of utmost importance and 
one that our current alderman has been adamant against.

I do not believe that public funds should be used to support schools run by private corporations. Public money should be 
used by CPS to invest in our own schools. Also, the funding of charter and contract schools significantly depletes funding 
for neighborhood schools.

All schools should have a fair and well-rounded curriculum that incorporates multiple intelligences to achieve success from 
every student. I would monitor progress through regional and city wide exhibitions in which students can showcase their 
talents and abilities on a large scale. I feel that through healthy showcases that involve parents and the larger community, 
students receive positive reinforcement for their hard work and are further engaged in the learning process. I plan to 
implement a ward wide showcase of student talent in cooperation with the neighborhood principals to showcase 8th ward 
students.
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Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

25. Student Medication.  In order to focus on holistic treatment and culturally sensitive mental 
health solutions which include the increased use of African American and Latino psychiatrists, 
psychologists and social workers as an integral part of the mental health evaluation process, 
would you support the creation of a parent and professional task force to re-evaluate and 
revamp school mental health practices and the long term ramifications of medicating our 
children, including ‘special education’ diagnoses, mental health and disability diagnoses, and 
the increased use of prescription drugs targeting our children? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  

 
26. Black Teachers.  Black and brown children comprise the majority of the students in Chicago’s 

CPS and charter schools, yet the percentage of Black teachers has decreased by more than 35% 
since 1990.  Would you support a requirement for CPS to institute a funded program specifically 
focused on Black Teacher Recruitment/ Retention that would require hiring more Black men in 
both elementary and secondary education? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

27. Remedial Programs.  To increase the numbers of qualified Black students in trades, vocational, 
and apprenticeship programs; to restore CPS defunctive truancy programs; and to help 
eliminate the school-to- prison pipeline, would you support measures for more rigorous 
comprehensive remedial programs , based on best practices, in CPS and charter schools? What 
strategies and measures would you use to monitor effectiveness?   
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  

I support a full curriculum that includes physical education. One of the issues with enforcement is that many schools on 
the south and west side do not have adequate gymnasiums or outside areas to fully implement a quality program. An 
investment and audit is needed to capture those lacking in space or equipment. Until we have an elected school board, 
LSC's will need to enforce this aspect of the curriculum along with the network administrators.

I believe that school administration should be representative of the student body and community. The majority of students 
in CPS are Black and the lack of Black teachers is a glaring issue in our quest for equal education.

I support addressing children in all their abilities; whether it be college bound, remedial programs, arts initiatives or 
vocational programs. Schools with substantial programs that consider students varied interests and not only reading and 
math are crucial to improved school ratings and retention. I would montior effectiveness through data based on student 
attendance, graduation rates, increase in participation of parents and community, job opportunities, as well as overall 
satisfaction of parents, students and teachers through a multifaceted survey.
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28. School Services.  Would you support reversal of the trend to privatize school services and 
return to union and non-union Black vendors and employees? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

HOUSING & LAND USE 
29. Land Records Audit.  A preliminary review of land records created from foreclosures indicates 

ongoing foreclosures based on illegal robo-signing, fraudulent mortgage assignments, and other 
improprieties.  Would you support a moratorium on foreclosures, receiverships, and evictions 
until an audit of City and Cook County land records by an independent outside auditor has been 
completed?   
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

30. Lender Disclosures.  Would you support an ordinance that would require all banks and financial 
institutions doing business with the City to disclose their involvement in the illegal and unjust 
mortgage lending schemes that led to the massive foreclosures in Black communities? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

31. Citizen Advisory Committee.  In order to address the “alien invasion” of the economic base of 
the Black community and to increase Aldermanic accountability and stakeholder/constituent 
buy-in and participation in democratic processes that are fundamental to governance – would 
you support an ordinance that required a community-based Citizen Advisory Committee to vet, 
advise, and vote on all City Council action on mapping, real estate development, zoning, 
economic development, creation of new businesses, schools, community centers, contracts and 
other financial awards, and the distribution of Aldermanic Menu Funds?    
Yes_____   No_____ 

Privatization has depeleted the Black workforce in many schools. I would support returning these positions to the residents 
of the city and away from outside corporations.
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First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

32. Master Planning & Commercial Corridor Committee.  In order to produce a holistic design of 
local living economies in Black communities which incentivize neighbor-owned businesses, 
neighbor investors/property owners, and keep neighbor dollars circulating within a “walkable-
village” square-mile for residents, would you create and/or support a ward-wide Master 
Planning & Commercial Corridor Committee staffed by local experts who reflect the racial and 
ethnic composition and interests of the community, and which also includes community 
residents and funders?  
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  

 
33. Neighborhood Displacement.  Would you support legislation and policy-practices- payments 

designed to preserve Black Historic and Legacy Communities by ensuring that Micro-Market 
Recovery District, Neighborhood Stabilization Initiative, Cook County Land Bank, Chicago 
Community Land Trust, Chicago Housing Authority, and related funds available to investors did 
not produce displacement of present neighbors via eminent domain, industrialization, 
economic development, or gentrification, including displacement of renters in condominium 
conversions?    
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

34. Evictions.  Would you oppose the privatization and fast tracking of residential and commercial 
evictions? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  

I am interested in seeing a participatory budget within the 8th ward in which residents have the right to vote on distribution 
of funds and infrastructure improvements.
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35. Large Lots.  Would you support expansion of Chicago’s Large Lot Program for repeat rounds of 
offerings, and with amendments to achieve greater economic equity in the Black community, 
such as: a) removing the requirement to be a present landowner; b) providing a one-year 
waiver on the payment of real estate taxes to help defray fencing costs; c) the establishment of 
zero-interest loans and grants to improve the land with structures; and d) a Technical 
Assistance Pool of local Black real estate experts to consult neighbors on the development-
management of the land? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

36. Homeowner Bill of Rights Ordinance.  Would you support a Homeowner Bill of Rights 
Ordinance to protect homeowners from fraudulent document conveyances and erroneous 
Permanent Identification Numbers [PIN] for parcels of land documented in or managed by the 
Recorder of Deeds Office, Cook County Assessor, Cook County Clerk, and City Treasurer's 
Office?  
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

CULTURE 
37. Great Migration.  Recognizing the critical contribution of America’s Great Migration to the 

history of Chicago, would you support the establishment and funding of a Black Metropolis 
National Heritage Area Commission to continue research, documentation, and promotion of 
this region as central to Chicago’s tourism economic development plans?   
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

38. Tourism Opportunities.  Would you support expansion of workforce development/training 
financed by the City of Chicago to include tourism opportunities (transportation, 

The abundance of vacant lots causes extreme blight in south and west communities. I support fully plans to decrease the 
amount of abandoned lots by putting the first right of refusal in the hands of the community along with assistance in 
developing and maintaining these areas.
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accommodations, entertainment, recreation, conferences/events, food/beverage) in Black 
neighborhoods of the city? 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

39. Decade for People of African Descent.  "We must remember that people of African descent are 
among those most affected by racism. Too often, they face denial of basic rights such as access 
to quality health services and education." — United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.  
Would you play an active role in initiating and/or supporting  a resolution recognizing and 
committing to the United Nations declared International Decade for People of African Descent 
(Jan 1, 2015 - Dec 31, 2024), under the  theme  "Recognition, Justice and Development" and its 
Program of Action? SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/africandescentdecade/index.shtml 
Yes_____   No_____ 
First 100 Days? Yes_____   No_____ 
Rationale/Method: 
  
  
  
  
 

40. Slavery Era Disclosure.  In 2002 the City of Chicago passed a SLAVERY ERA DISCLOSURE 
ORDINANCE (2-92-585) that made it mandatory for all businesses with City contracts – not just 
insurance companies – to research and report any slave trade history, with documentation to 
be filed with the City’s Department of Purchasing.  However, that is all that was required. This 
means Afrodescendant communities have not received any economic justice from this 
ordinance nor this crime against our community. Would you play an active role in initiating 
and/or supporting an amendment to the existing Slavery Disclosure Ordinance (2-92-585) that 
will:  a) mandate any entity that reveals a slave trade history and receives a contract with the 
City be responsible for setting aside 6% of the project cost to an Economic Enhancement 
Package independently controlled and operated by Afrodescendants in the community where 
the project is proposed?  [This 6% falls within the 10% of "Contingencies" in all development 
projects, thus an entity does not have to increase its project cost to comply.  This removes the 
challenge that it will increase the cost to do business for this entity that has revealed a slave 
trade past.] b) Increase access and widespread public notice within the Afrodescendant 
community of all future disclosures, c) give community full access to all past disclosures through 
a searchable database accessible on the City’s website with documents available in PDF; d) 
assigns  N’COBRA (National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in America) as lead body 
ensuring the full compliance to the legislation and enhancement activities? 
Yes_____   No_____ 

I wholeheartedly support an increase in tourism in Black neighborhoods. 


