
Name on Ballot: Tara F. Baldridge
Office Sought: Legislative
District Name: Ward 8
Home Address: 8742 S. East End Ave.
Employer/Your Title: Center for STEM Education and Research at Chicago State

University/Consultant

Phone: 773-619-8371
Email: tarainfo@gmail.com

Campaign Manager: Brian Mullins
Phone: 708-351-4069
Email: brijoepat@gmail.com`
Address: 371 Dogwood
Website: www.tarabaldridgefor8thward.com
a. Have you run for public office before, and if so, what
office[s] with what results?

No, I have never run for public office.

b. Have you been appointed to any public committees,
commissions, task forces?  If so, please list.

No, I have not.

c. Have you, are you, or will you be accepting funds from
any mayoral candidate or political action committee [PAC],
eligible for campaign use by February 24, 2015?

No, I have accepted funds from SEIU IL IN PAC as a part of
my endorsement from United Working Families. I am also
a part of the Progressive Aldermanic Candidates PAC.I will
accept funds from PAC's that represent my city initiatives.

d. Please list your top campaign contributors:
Name: Tara Baldridge

Amount: 10,000
Please list your 2nd top campaign contributors:

Name: SEIU IL IN PAC
Amount: 2,000

Please list your 3rd top campaign contributors:



Name: Wilson Frost
Amount: 600

Please list your 4th top campaign contributors:
Name: Rebecca Janowitz

Amount: 400
Please list your top 5th campaign contributors:

Name: Eileen Flynn
Amount: 250



e. Why are you running for this office?  What makes you
the best candidate for this office?

My neighborhood is suffering from a lack of
representation in city government and the majority of our
residents are being ignored by the current administration.

I am running for alderman because I refuse to allow our
vibrant community to be sold off to the highest bidder. I

want to let our residents be heard within the ward and the
city. I am ready to fight for strong ward owned businesses,
quality services and support for our youth. I have received

unwavering support from constituents who are ready for
change._x000D_

_x000D_
I am the best candidate for this office because I am not a
servant of any other candidate or organization. I am truly

for the people. My initiatives support creating a strong
economy for all. As an organizer, I believe that I am the
best to create leaders in the 8th ward that will work for

positive change. I am the only candidate that believes the
community can be rebuilt and reimagined as separate

from downtown. I know we have the ability to control our
own fate and I can encourage our residents to stand up

and come together. I am also well versed in follow
through. I know that any true change will come with

legislation and I am not afraid to follow up with the city
and/or state, if necessary, to pass bills that benefit our

residents.



f. Describe your vision for your constituency. My vision for the 8th ward constituency is one that
incorporates the voice of all the residents. I believe that

we need to have a more than block clubs, we need to have
an agency that is united in bringing our ward together for
business development and youth services. Once we have

established a stable organization, we will be able to
provide programming that meets the needs of residents in

an organized manner. _x000D_
_x000D_

I also see the alderman's office as a resource center for
the community. We would have computers and wireless

internet for residents and youth as well as a business
incubator to encourage entrepreneurship through the

office. I would also like to incorporate an 8th ward guide
that would list all businesses and offer coupons to

encourage residents to shop local. I feel that the
alderman's office should be the hub of the community

leading residents to establish strong groups that will
continue to fight for the betterment of the ward no matter

who is in the alderman's office.



g. What policy, legislative, and/or service goals will you
focus on achieving during the 2015-2019?  Please be as
specific as possible.

I would focus on establishing legislature for an elected
representative school board. This is an initiative that is

necessary for fair and equal schools across our
city._x000D_

_x000D_
In addition, I would be a fighter for election reform. I am a

proponent of monitoring fundraising efforts during an
election and term limits for all elected offices._x000D_

_x000D_
I am also against the current implementation of the red

light and speed cameras. I would fight for an overhaul of
the system that would include transparency and eliminate

misappropriation of funds._x000D_
_x000D_

Lastly, I would like to propose a change in the current
parking meter system. I would introduce an ordinance for

a 10 minute grace ticket at meters that would allow
drivers parking to get coffee, cleaning, pick up/drop off

children at school, etc. the ability to stop without getting a
ticket.



h. Who are your role models and the most important
advisors and mentors you access for guidance in business
and service life?

As a writer by trade, my role models are those who use
words to facilitate change. J. California Cooper, Richard

Wright, Maya Angelou and Toni Morrison are writers that I
admire who are fearless in delving into the African-

American experience. These writers open the door to
discussion across race, gender and age with an honest

approach. I believe this is the type of dialogue we need if
we are going to change the world. _x000D_

My mentors and advisors are those day to day individuals
that blaze a trail, not for fame, but because it's the right
thing to do. A lifetime mentor is my aunt, who believed

that everyone has the ability to be spectacular. She went
out of her way as a teacher, a principal and then an

administrator to train and lift up parents, teachers and
students in her schools. She had a true heart for service--

there are few like her.



i. List the community and civic service experiences that
have prepared you for this office?

South East Chamber of Commerce - community board
member_x000D_

South East Little League - founding board
member_x000D_

Lenart Parent Club - VP-Events (1 yr), VP-Fundraising (2yr),
President (2yrs)_x000D_

Friends of Lenart - founding board member_x000D_
The Children's Book Fair - board member_x000D_

The Children's Book Fair - lead coordinator, entertainment
director_x000D_

Organizer (3 yrs) - Springfield lobby for equal education
funding

j. Do you support term limits for the office you are seeking
or currently holding?  If so, how many terms? 

Yes, I believe two year terms are appropriate at the
aldermanic level.



k. Would you commit to helping mentor a field of
successors?

Yes, This is the greatest injustice in the African-American
community-that we don't cultivate our own leaders. I am
committed to building a base of strong African-American

advocates within this city.

l. Please answer all of the following ballot referenda
applicable to your legislative district:

Whether employers should be required to offer paid leave
in the event of illness, domestic violence or an emergency
school closing [citywide]

Y

Whether workers who commit domestic violence should
be required to receive treatment as a condition of
continued employment [citywide]

Y

Whether Chicago or Illinois should seek a system of
campaign finances that involve a mix of small, private
contributions and public funding [citywide]

Y

Whether to ban petroleum coke storage and
transportation in the 10th Ward [only on ballots in the
10th Ward]

Y

Whether a TIF advisory council should be formed [only on
ballots in Precinct 30 of the 16th Ward]

Y

Whether to elect the Chicago School Board [only the
following wards: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17,
19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35,
36, 37, 40, 45, 46, 47, 49, and 50]

Y



m. What, if any, reforms to campaign finance laws are you
willing to support?

I would wholeheartedly support a reform in campaign
finance laws that would significantly reduce the amount of

funds that can be used during an election by a candidate
or a PAC. I would also support reform that eliminated any

amounts contributed by those that benefit financially from
the election of the candidate. I am against pay to play

politics-beneficiaries of TIF funds should not be able to
financially support a candidate.



n. Many constituents in our community complain they
don't believe their voices are heard by political leadership,
or even worse, ignored.  Issues such as recent school
closings and traffic cameras have highlighted those feeling
of powerlessness: the community overwhelmingly
objected to them, yet witnessed leadership proceed in
spite of those objections.  What plans have you made to
ensure that your constituents feel heard and heeded?
Please be as specific as possible.

Listening to constituents is vital to improving this ward. I
would implement a tiered system of communication

throughout the ward...block club, neighborhood club,
precinct to the alderman's office. Meetings would be
sliding as well so that block clubs meet monthly, then

presidents of the block club would meet as a
neighborhood club every two months, then presidents of

the neighborhood club would meet every three months
with a town hall every four months (once a quarter). With

this, there are several opportunities for individuals to be
involved and those who want to take on a leadership role

are tasked with providing service down from the
alderman's office. As well, a monthly electronic

newsletter, regular updates via facebook, twitter, etc. and
cooperation with local businesses to distribute literature
to residents from their businesses. You should be able to

shop in any store in the ward and see valuable information
from the alderman's office.

o. Would you be willing to attend short, periodic CBCO-
sponsored Legislative Briefings on issues of significant
impact to the Black community?

Yes, as the 8th ward is predominantly a Black community,
these issues would be of paramount importance to my

administration.

1. TIF Reform.



Would you support expansion of workforce
development/training financed by the City of Chicago to
include tourism opportunities (transportation,
accommodations, entertainment, recreation,
conferences/events, food/beverage) in Black
neighborhoods of the city?

 ,

39. Decade for People of African Descent. 

"We must remember that people of African descent are
among those most affected by racism. Too often, they
face denial of basic rights such as access to quality health
services and education." — United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon.  Would you play an active role in
initiating and/or supporting  a resolution recognizing and
committing to the United Nations declared International
Decade for People of African Descent (Jan 1, 2015 - Dec
31, 2024), under the  theme  "Recognition, Justice and
Development" and its Program of Action? 

Yes,

40. Slavery Era Disclosure. 



In 2002 the City of Chicago passed a SLAVERY ERA
DISCLOSURE ORDINANCE (2-92-585) that made it
mandatory for all businesses with City contracts – not just
insurance companies – to research and report any slave
trade history, with documentation to be filed with the
City’s Department of Purchasing.  However, that is all that
was required. This means Afrodescendant communities
have not received any economic justice from this
ordinance nor this crime against our community. Would
you play an active role in initiating and/or supporting an
amendment to the existing Slavery Disclosure Ordinance
(2-92-585) that will:  a) mandate any entity that reveals a
slave trade history and receives a contract with the City be
responsible for setting aside 6% of the project cost to an
Economic Enhancement Package independently controlled
and operated by Afrodescendants in the community
where the project is proposed?  [This 6% falls within the
10% of "Contingencies" in all development projects, thus
an entity does not have to increase its project cost to
comply.  This removes the challenge that it will increase
the cost to do business for this entity that has revealed a
slave trade past.] b) Increase access and widespread public
notice within the Afrodescendant community of all future
disclosures, c) give community full access to all past
disclosures through a searchable database accessible on
the City’s website with documents available in PDF; d)
assigns  N’COBRA (National Coalition of Blacks for
Reparations in America) as lead body ensuring the full
compliance to the legislation and enhancement activities?

Yes,

41. Czar. 



If you answered Yes, would you support appointment of a
City Council Slavery Disclosure Act Czar to analyze,
investigate, negotiate settlement payments with interest,
and recommend cease-and-desist orders on any City
contracts of all credible, unlitigated claims by
Black Chicago residents against companies and
government agencies who participated in Jim Crow laws,
contract buying, redlining policies, and related taking of
property/assets from any time period, with monthly
reporting to ensure proper and prompt enforcement of
the Act?

 ,

42. Immigration.

Would you support a resolution that would ask the
Federal Immigration Service to make sure that immigrants
of African descent and from the diaspora – including Haiti
and the Caribbean – are equally included in President
Obama’s Immigration Amnesty Program and The Dream
Act, enjoying benefits through EB5?

Yes,

43. DuSable Park. 

Would you support development and naming of DuSable
Park in honor of Jean Baptiste Point DuSable (the first non-
native American settler and founder of Chicago) in the
lakefront space where in the late 1700’s he established his
village. The space was designated as DuSable Park by the
late Mayor Harold Washington in 1980.

Yes,

44. Garvey Day. 

Would you support the naming of August 17th as Marcus
Garvey Day?  

Yes,

45. Police Oversight. 



A local organization is proposing legislation that would
create an elected Civilian Police Accountability Council,
elected by district in equal numbers, which would assume
the duties of the appointed Independent Police Review
Authority and the Police Board.  Police discipline,
misconduct investigations, and yearly and quarterly
review would be assumed by this elected board, with the
additional powers to: a) appoint an independent
prosecutor when the States Attorney refuses to prosecute
an alleged police crime; b) help define and vote to adopt
police standard operating procedures; and c) choose the
Superintendent of Police.  Is this level of civilian power
necessary? Would you change our current police oversight
structure in any way?

, Yes

46. Police Action Reports. 

Currently, police data is compiled by districts and does not
provide an accurate picture of homicides, police killings,
and police misconduct; nor does it address the impact of
new city policy on some communities as it relates to red
light cameras, traffic tickets, booting of cars etc. This
information is needed by our community to verify that we
are not being disproportionately targeted and impacted by
racial profiling, police action, and misconduct that violate
our human rights and self-determination, and would be
most helpful to Aldermen and community stakeholders if
detailed by ward.  In order to provide a clearer picture and
foster the design community-based solutions, would you
support a funded mandate via city ordinance to require
annual publication of all arrests, detentions, police killings,
police misconduct, traffic tickets and booting of cars in a
report compiled by Police District and Ward – by age and
race – and accessible via website and download?

, Yes

47. Restorative Justice. 



Would you support a city-wide Youth Initiative Program
staffed with stakeholders and other trained professionals
within the community, to holistically address the culture
of violence among Black youth, utilizing proven best
practices such as restorative justice, in lieu of
incarceration?

, Yes

48. Red Light Cameras. 

Would you support the removal of all red light and speed
cameras throughout the city, restoration of a reasonable
time span between traffic light changes, a complete
overhaul of all booting and seizure policy and practices?

, Yes

49. Booting And Seizure. 

Would you support an analysis and report on the car
seizure appeal process, and the overhaul of current car
booting/seizure legislation in order to reduce the rate of
permanent vehicle loss in the Black community?

, Yes

50. Temporary Driving Privileges. 



As a means of increasing community volunteering,
constituent partnership with city agencies, and family
economic sustainment, would you support a law to allow
residents with driver’s license suspensions from city red
light, speeding, and parking tickets debt to volunteer in
the community for 10 hours weekly for temporary driving
privileges?

, Yes

51. Ticket Payment Plans. 

Would you support amnesty legislation to allow residents
with parking ticket debt to reduce their debt by 50 percent
through a one year payment agreement?

, Yes

52. Utility Rates.  

Would you support consumer protection
recommendations by Citizens Utility Board [CUB] to
address policy and financial supports to residents
struggling to meet rate hikes by Ameren/ComEd, Exelon,
Peoples Gas, Nicor, and Dynegy rate hikes totaling
cumulatively over a billion dollars?

, Yes

53. Renewable Energy. 

With industrial pollution driving up greenhouse gas levels
which accelerate our climate crisis, would you support
legislation that reflects a preference for renewable energy
– such as solar, wind, geothermal systems – over nuclear
and fossil fuel energies such as coal and gas which heavily
pollute?

, Yes

54. Equipment Payment Plans. 



Would you support legislation that allowed for installment
payments for renewable energy systems via utility
company bills or property tax bills in order to help
households, small businesses, and commercial property
owners reduce their heating-cooling-lighting costs?

, Yes

55. Weatherization.  

Green energy is a growth industry, with the potential for
increased local jobs.  Would you support creation of a
funding pool dedicated exclusively to the training and
implementation of residential and small commercial
property weatherization initiatives in Black communities
by unemployed local residents and returning citizens, and
staffed/managed exclusively by Black energy
professionals?

Yes,

56. Environmental Justice.

This winter Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick made
history by mandating that the Principles of Environmental
Justice [http://www.ejnet.org.ej/principles.html] be
integrated into decision-making across state government. 
With the harms and burdens of our climate crisis falling
disproportionately on communities of color, would you
support inclusion of EJ [environmental justice] principles
into Chicago’s Clean Power, Climate Action, and
Sustainable 2015 plans?

Yes,

57. Toxic Hotspots. 



The seminal report, “A Climate of Change” documents the
disproportionate negative impact of global warming on
communities of color.  Seventy-one percent of Blacks live
in counties in violation of federal air pollution standards,
as compared to 58% percent of whites.  Seventy-eight
percent of African Americans live within thirty miles of a
coal-fired power plant, as compared to 56% percent of
whites. Asthma has strong associations with air pollution,
and Blacks have a 36% higher rate of incidents of asthma
than whites, and are 3x more likely to experience related
emergency room visits or death. Black communities suffer
more pollution-triggered diseases such as asthma in the
rail/trucking economic development epicenters of
Englewood/Washington Park where Norfolk Southern
Railroad has been granted expansion rights and city-
owned land; and in southeast Chicago, which has been
plagued by dumping of poorly regulated/contained oil
refining waste [petcoke] produced by BP.  Would you
support benefits for impacted communities, including free
industry-sponsored health/remediation centers and the
development of innovation tech parks that provide
industry-specific education, training, contracts, and jobs
for neighbors?  Would you support legislation requiring all
industries with potential environmental-hygiene impacts
on air, water, soil, noise, or structures to negotiate and
contract to monitor, mitigate, and compensate impacted
residents via a Community Area Community Benefits Task
Force process?

Yes,

58. Trauma Center. 

Would you support a City Council mandate to designate a
full service and fully staffed Hospital Trauma Center on the
southside of the city?  Would you support the
transitioning of Provident Hospital for that purpose?  Or
would you prefer to include a trauma center in the
University of Chicago Obama Presidential Library bid?

Yes, I would support either initiative that would bring a
trauma center to the south side.



59. Mental Health. 

Would you support restoration and upgrade of the
community mental health clinics in the Black community,
enhanced with Black holistic health practitioners?

Yes, It is my goal to bring these type of services through
the alderman's office to support the community and

youth.

60. Conservation Lifestyle. 

Since Black communities are impacted first and worst by
the effects of global warming while contributing the least
to its buildup, and since only a whole-system solution can
transform the whole-system problem common to Black
communities everywhere [1 – malnutrition, addition,
poisoning 2 – health disparities 3 – self-hatred projected 4
– mis-education, dropouts, and illiteracy 5 – unprepared
parenting and state-supported single-mother homes 6
hyper-incarceration, recidivism, and violence 7 – barriers
to voting and 8 – unemployment, underemployment, and
the Black Tax] would you support legislation and funding
to create a “City of Villages” policy that produced resilient
neighborhoods in Black communities – working to
appropriate Illinois Lottery dollars, unallocated TIF funds,
or other sources in order to finance self-sustaining,
square-mile local living economies; where every
household can walk-to-work, walk-to-shop, walk-to-learn,
walk-to-play; anchored by neighbor-owned buildings,
businesses; and advancing the conservation lifestyle, as
articulated in the framework, The 8 Principles of Green-
Village-Building™[see below]?

Yes,

61. For City Council Incumbents Only. 

Does the following chart accurately reflect your voting
record on Mayor-supported or sponsored legislation or
initiatives?

 ,


