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Part I: Instructions and Candidate Details
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Instructions: This is a fillable form, please answer all questions in Part I (Instructions and Candidate Details) and Part II (Issue Questionnaire). Part

II includes yes/no and essay answer questions. Please mark the appropriate box for each yes/no question. If you wish to add comments to a yes/no

question, or if elaboration is requested, you may type directly in the box below the Yes/No section.  Please answer all essay questions. Each essay

box has scrolling functionality which allows you to answer the questions at the length you deem sufficient. We appreciate your participation.
Candidate Details

DATE: DISTRICT:  PARTY:

NAME:

VOTING ADDRESS:

HOME PHONE: BUSINESS PHONE:

CAMPAIGN ADDRESS:

CAMPAIGN PHONE: CAMPAIGN FAX:

EMAIL: WEBSITE:

CAMPAIGN MANAGER:

NUMBER OF PETITION
SIGNATURES FILED:

NUMBER OF PETITION
SIGNATURES REQUIRED:

 A)  Elective or appointive, public or party, offices previously held.

B) Other elective offices for which you have been a candidate.

C) What is your primary occupation?

D) Briefly list your civic activities of the past ten years.

E) What experience have you had which will be most helpful to you in the office you seek?

F) Please list all endorsements you have received.

G) What is your campaign budget and how much have you raised to date?

H) Please concisely state what goals for the office you seek are most important to you personally?

Candidate Details



2016 COOK COUNTY STATE’S ATTORNEY
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

Part II. Issue Questionnaire

Yes/No Questions

YES NO

1 Will you commit to changing current policy(Ies) to increase transparency in the Office

of the Cook County State’s Attorney by periodically releasing statistical data to the

public (i.e. cases / case status / case dispositions/ demographics, etc.)?

2 Do you support mandatory minimum sentencing?

3 Would you support legislation prohibiting racial profiling in law enforcement?

Essay Questions

4 Explain the role and responsibilities of the Cook County State’s Attorney office.

5 Do you believe the term “Mass Incarceration” is an apt descriptor for African Americans and Latino’s in

the criminal justice system? If yes, how do you view the role of the State’s Attorney in addressing Mass

Incarceration? If no, explain why?

6 The Chicago police department has a long-held reputation for abusive and discriminatory behavior,

most recently being featured on 60 Minutes in 2012 as the “False Confession Capital.” In light of this

history and the current protests in Chicago, do you believe the CPD is in need of reform? Why or why

not?
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Additional Explanation for Yes/No Responses:



2016 COOK COUNTY STATE’S ATTORNEY
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

Part II. Issue Questionnaire

Essay Questions

7 What is the biggest justice issue facing citizens of Cook County?

8 Explain your approach to the criminal justice system and why Black / Brown people should support you.

9 Many African Americans in Chicago have no confidence in the criminal justice system. What do you

think needs to happen for African Americans to believe that “justice” can be found in the criminal justice

system?

10 What do you think are the leading factors that reduce recidivism and does the State’s Attorney office

have a responsibility to reduce recidivism?

11 Are the domestic violence laws in Cook County sufficient or do they need to be strengthened?
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2016 COOK COUNTY STATE’S ATTORNEY
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

Part II. Issue Questionnaire

Essay Questions

12 Why do you believe 15 police officers across the U.S. were charged with murder last year and why, if

you agree, does Chicago have a long history of not seeking murder indictments against the police?

13 Violent crime is seen by many as the most pressing issues in Chicago. What do you believe is the role

of State’s Attorney office, if any, in addressing violent crime and keeping our streets safe?

14 Explain the relationship and interaction of the Cook County State’s Attorney office to municipal mayoral

offices , specifically the Office of the Mayor of Chicago. Or what the relationship should be.

15 Do you support incarcerating attorneys for prosecutorial malpractice for withholding evidence in

order to gain a conviction?  Please explain.

“NBAC Chicago appreciates your timely response and your support of our efforts
to improve the overall quality of life for our Community…”
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All Questions derived from the 2016 National Black Agenda

http://nationalblackagendaconsortium.org/agenda-2016/

	Text2: Cook
	Text1: 01/31/2016
	Text3: Democrat
	Text5: 1912 N Hudson Ave, Chicago, IL
	Text6: 312.406.6310
	Text7: 312.517.9215
	Text8: 162 N Franklin Ave, Chicago, IL 60606
	Text9: 773.875.7981
	Text10: info@voteformore.com
	Text11: 
	Text12: www.voteformore.com
	Text13: Jorge Ramirez
	Text14: 16,000
	Text15: 5,675
	Text16: Asst. State's Attorney, Asst. US Attorney, Chief Counsel, Illinois Gaming Board
	Text17: None
	Text18: Attorney, Managing Partner, Fox Rothschild, LLC, Chicago
	Text19: Adler Women's Board, Synagogue Fundraiser for Building Fund
	Text20: Former federal and state prosecutor; management experience; civil and compliance lawyer; represented cnviced felons in pardon process.
	Text21: Ald. Brendan Reilly, Com. John Fritchey, Atty. Sam Adam Jr., Gloria Pinex, Emmett Farmer, Ald. Roberto Maldonado, Metropolitan Alliance of Police.
	Text22: See public filings.
	Text23: The goal is to restore the public's fatih in office by instituting reforms in policies and procedures (including those for police involved shootings), rduce gun violence and get after public corruption. The incumbent has proven that there is a culture that favors influence over evidence and I intend to change it. I believe trust comes through transparency. It is time to start telling the public what we are doing in the State's Attonry's office so that will have confidence that the we are doing the right thing. You can see my police shooting policy and gun violence reduction program at my website.
	Text39: Donna More
	Text24: Responsible for investigating and prosecuting crime and protecting the innocent. Represent the County in civil cases.
	Text25: Would have to see profiling legislation before responding.
	Text26: I think there is a disproportionate number of people of color in our jails. It represents inconsistencies in bail recommendations, charging policies and sentencing recommendations.  As we all know, crime is a complex problem that involces more than the jusice system. There are deep social and economic issues as well. I'll support, even lead, efforts to alleviate those problems where it is appropriate.
	Check1: Yes
	Check2: Yes
	Check3: 
	Check5: 
	Text40: The State's Attorney does not have jurisdiction over the CPD. That said, I think police and prosecutors have to do a better job of gathering evidence and developing cases. That is a matter of training. I want to insititute programs where prosecutors are part of the Police Academy training protocol so we reinforce how to get evidence legally. I also think that the State's Attorney has an obligation to protect the innocent. So in the "60 Minutes" reference above, I cannot understand how the State's Attorney would ignore DNA evidence that leads to exoneration. I don't want to put innocent people in jail. I want to put careeer offenders behind bars.
	Check6: 
	Check7: 
	Text41: The only way to get justice is to have an independent chief prosecutor, someone who will be tough on crime no matter who commits it.  I am the only candidate who has prosecuted felonies as a state AND federal prosecutor.  I am the only candidate who doesn’t answer to political bosses ... so I am free to follow evidence wherever and to whomever it leads. I am the only candidate who has put forward plans for reforming the office, dealing with police shootings, and addressing gun violence. My opponents are all about the status quo. If you want change, endorse me. Endorse either one of my opponents, it is more of the same.
	Text42: Lady justice wears a blindfold for a reason. Our system is supposed to be blind to race, politics, uniforms and money. In Cook County -- or Crook Couinty, as we are often referred to by people around the country -- we've let influence rule over evidence and the it has created a crisis of cnfidence that is dangerous and costly.
	Text43: This isn't just an African American problem. People all over Cook County don't trust the State's Attorney's Office to do the right thing. I've outlined a plan to restore the integrity of the office for all citizens of Cook County. 
	Text44: There are two factors. First, we use incarcertaion as the default response to low level non-violent crimes. As a result, many young people and people of color spend months in jail getting graduate degrees in criminality. Half of them show up again in the juvenile system or in the adult jail. We have to get smarter about bonding, charging and sentencing recommendations to help alleviate this problem. Second, we have to have a better way of dealing with the mentally ill. A third of the inmates in county jail are mentally ill and most of them are destined to return because we don't have programs to effectively deal with them. That will change when I am State's Attorney.
	Text45: Domestic violence laws don't need to be changed. Thet need to be enforced.
	Text46: I believe that the State's Attosney plays a key role in redcuing and preventing crime. Please see my gun violence reduction program at my website (www.voteformore.com).
	Text47: The use of force is a difficult issue in police matters. However, I beleive that where there is evidence of a crime, the offender needs to be charged and juries should decide. Justice isn't black, white or blue. If a police officer commits a crime, the SA has to charge it and prosecute it. The incumbent has let outside political influence inappropriately affect her charging decisions.
	Text48: There main problems with the relatiionship between the State's Attorney and the City of Chicago is a dangerous misapplication of prosecutorial authority. Somehow we have come to believe that IPRA and the City have control over who gets prosectuted, who has conrol of evidence and who has the right to release evidence. When I am State's Attoreny, that ends. The State's Attorney is the only entity in the County who can bring indictments.  
	Text49: I support upholding the law. Obstructing justice is against the law.


