
 

 

RESPONSES BY OLGA BAUTISTA TO CBCO CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

Name on Ballot:   

Olga Bautista 

  

 

Office Sought: ___Executive _X__Legislative  

 

 District Name/Number:  

10th Ward Alderman 

 

Home Address  

9718 S. Exchange Ave., Chicago, IL 60617 

 

Employer/Your Title:  

Community Organizer 

  

Phone:  

773-712-4569 

 

 Email:  

olgabautista58@gmail.com 

  

Candidate signature attesting to the truthfulness, accuracy, and authorship of this Questionnaire.  

 

  

 

Date Print Sign  

 

February 3, 2015 

  

 

[Please attach primary campaign literature, bio, and vita]  

 

  

 

Campaign Information  

 

Campaign Manager:  

Anthony D. Prince, Esq. 

 

  

 

Phone:  

510-301-1472 
 

  

 

Email:  

anthonyd.princelaw@yahoo.com 



 

 

 

  

 

Address:  

10137 South Avenue M, Chicago, IL 60617 
 

  

 

Website 

www.olgabautista.com 

 

  

 

Have you run for public office before, and if so, what office[s] with what results?  

No. 

 

  

 

b. Have you been appointed to any public committees, commissions, task forces? If so, please list.  

No. 

 

Have you, are you, or will you be accepting funds from any mayoral candidate or political action  

committee [PAC], eligible for campaign use by February 24, 2015?  

 

 

Yes_____ No_X_ List:  

 

  

d. Please list your top 5 largest campaign contributors/amounts:  

 

Contributor  

 

Amount  

 

1.  Arturo Senteno $100 

 

2.  Lilian Jimenez $250 

 

3. Terry Evans $250 

  

4. James Kinney $350 

 

5. Luis J. Rodriguez $450 

 

Candidate's Plans and Goals for Office  

 

e. Why are you running for this office? What makes you the best candidate for this office?  

  

 

Because the 10th Ward is a human disaster area, an economic Hurricane Katrina with 17% unemployed 



 

 

and a nearly one third of the residents at or below the poverty line. I am the best candidate because I am 

the only one repeatedly drawing attention to these facts. My opponents speak of adding thousands more 

police while I advocate for the immediate creation of thousands of jobs. My first official act will be to 

immediately marshal every resource and funding available to see to it that no one in the 10th Ward is 

going to bed hungry or homeless or sick.  Taking care of human beings is the immediate priority. No 

one in this community –which created so much wealth for the steel industry, the chemical industry—

should suffer poverty. Like Martin Luther King, I will insist that the elimination of poverty comes first. 

There is a lot of hidden suffering going on in this ward—seniors tethered to oxygen machines, kids 

eating one meal a day, families going without heat to pay the rent. We can’t even begin to deal with the 

other problems until we insure these basic necessities. First and foremost, I am about doing, not just 

talking. On the issue of our neighborhoods being subjected to dangerous pollution, I am proud to have 

been among the initiators of the Ban Petcoke Committee. We organized the marches, the community 

rallies, the confrontations with the polluters and the City of Chicago. I was not a johnny-come-lately to 

this issue, jumping on the bandwagon. I am and always have been an initiator, an organizer, a mobilizer, 

someone who believes in what a unified community can accomplish. 

 

Second, I am not one to be easily intimidated. I came from an immigrant family of hardscrabble working 

people. I’ve had to push back against injustice all my life. I am not seduced by false promises from 

corporate “saviors” such as Lakeside who promise jobs while refusing to sign a binding community 

benefits agreement. I am not interested in putting the 10th ward up for sale to those who want to bulldoze 

us out of our neighborhoods. I don’t compromise my principles or my commitment to this community. I 

am not just talking about making things a little better; I’m talking about and organizing for something 

different.  

  

 

f. Describe your vision for your constituency.  

 

I envision the true political empowerment of the residents of the 10th Ward. As a part of the once thriving 

Southeast Side, the 10th Ward today suffers in the aftermath of the shutdown of the steel and related industries. 

The 10th ward suffers from widespread poverty and joblessness. We need a massive public works jobs program 

to build new homes, rehabilitate existing homes and retrofit them as green, energy conserving spaces; clean up 

and develop the acres of toxic dumping grounds that proliferate in the ward;  

I will press for the creation of such a program and seek to have this area declared an economic and 

environmental disaster area eligible for federal funds. I will work to withdraw the over $108 million in TIF 

funds now allocated to Lakeside Development’s speculative 30 -30 year project on the site of the former U.S. 

Steel South Works and halt all work until the owners/developers sign a comprehensive Community Benefits 

Agreement guaranteeing current residents of the impacted neighborhoods with thousands of permanent, skilled 

jobs at union-scale wages in both the construction and operation of Lakeside.  

I will work for a complete ban on petcoke in Chicago—as was done in Detroit and San Francisco-- including 

the shutdown of the KCBX facility. Whether it is open or “enclosed”, petroleum coke is a toxin that we cannot 

afford. The “enclosed” state of the art facility that is backed by Alderman Pope and Rahm Emmanuel is a fraud 

that will bring no permanent new jobs to our residents, but will bring plenty of pollution. This is because the 

new facility—when it is finally built—will be able to process more petcoke than ever before, loading it onto 

uncovered barges, railroad cars and trucks where it will continue to blow into our homes and into the lungs of 

our seniors and children. This is not economic development. The  83-acres that KCBX sits on is already 

designated as an area for small business, retail, light manufacturing and other genuine sources of safe jobs and 

public benefit. 

 

 

 



 

 

g. What policy, legislative, and/or service goals will you focus on achieving during the 2015-2019?  

Please be as specific as possible.  

 

Health: this is the number one immediate concern. The 10th ward is a low-income, predominantly 

minority community that is a cancer cluster, is heavily polluted, lacking access to medical care. 

Availability of healthy food is limited, stressors such as unemployment, poverty, discrimination, 

“environmental racism” and raising families in our blighted neighborhoods all contribute to the 

creation and aggravation of life-threatening health conditions. I would declare a Human Health 

Emergency in the 10th Ward and immediately seek the diversion of the millions of dollars allocated 

to wealthy developers—such as Lakeside—back into the community for both the immediate and 

long-term health needs of the people. 

 

 Economic Development: I do not believe economic development is     

accomplished by handing over public funds, including TIF funds, to would-be saviors in the form of 

billionaire corporations who are all about profit and who disregard our communities. Lakeside is a good 

example: Despite receiving –so far- $108 million dollars in TIF funds (i.e., a set aside portion of our 

property tax dollars), developers McCaffrey and U.S. Steel Real Estate have refused to even come to the 

table to discuss a Community Benefits Agreement. Today, economic development generally means 

plundering and bulldozing of working class neighborhoods in exchange for—at best—a few temporary, 

dead-end jobs.  

 

I say not a single dollar should be spent and not a single brick should be laid at Lakeside until 

and unless they sign a binding agreement to provide permanent, well paying, skilled training and 

jobs to those who actually live in the impacted neighborhoods, particularly the Bush, South 

Shore and South Chicago. Justice System: As with the Michael Brown and Eric Garner cases, the 

entire country is beginning to see what we have known in our communities all along: that the 

“justice” system is a means to uphold the status quo of poverty, racism and to fuel the profit-

driven prison/industrial complex. Chicago and Cook County are no exceptions. But I am 

encouraged by the growing numbers of attorneys—including those on my campaign team—who 

are standing up for true justice. I would create in the 10th Ward a “Community Legal Education 

and Action” Network to educate and empower our residents. I would push for Special 

Prosecutors nominated by the community and unconnected to police agencies to investigate and 

prosecute police abuse and deadly force cases.  

  

Education: We have suffered cutbacks and overcrowding in the 10th Ward. We see the deepening 

involvement of corporate dominated charter schools at the expense of public education. We see 

teachers who have to constantly fight for an adequate wage and the resources needed to properly 

teach our children. We have a city and an appointed Board of Education that gambles on the 

auction-rate bond market with money that should go to education. We have an incumbent 

alderman who wants to build a new school on top of old gasoline storage tanks and below heavily 

truck trafficked Indianapolis Blvd., putting our kids at risk. 

 

As alderman, I will respect the decision-making of the LSC’s and not use my position as 

alderman to influence hiring and firing of teachers and administrators. I will push for an elected 

school board to bring true accountability back to public education. 

 

 

  

 



 

 

h. Who are your role models and the most important advisors and mentors you access for  

guidance in business and service life?  

 

My principal role model is Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who not only had a “dream,” but a plan, strategy and 

tactics to reach the goal of a just society. In 1967—a year before he was assassinated, King called for the 

immediate and total elimination of poverty, which he regarded as inexcusable in a nation as wealthy as the 

United States and which impacted 40 million people. He called for a “shut-down” of Washington D.C. until that 

poverty was eliminated with the enactment of a guaranteed income for every single American. Now, fifty years 

later there are 8 million more people living in poverty. Thus the agenda remains the same, just as he remains a 

role model. 

  

i. List the community and civic service experiences that have prepared you for this office?  

 

 

 Although I have never before held public office, I have served my community in a wide variety of ways over 

decades. I have provided guidance and training to hundreds of undocumented immigrants so as to integrate 

them into our community. I was one of the leading organizers of the historic mass marches for immigrant rights 

in 2008. I have served on Local School Councils. I was one of the initiators of the Ban Petcoke movement and 

the successful effort to push polluter Leucadia out of the Ward. I have been involved with civic organizations 

such as Steelworkers Organization of Active Retirees (SOAR), community-building efforts such as “Sisters to 

Sisters” and in organizing of low-wage workers in South Chicago and the fight for a living wage.  

 

j. Do you support term limits for the office you are seeking or currently holding? If so, how many  

terms?  

 

 

Yes_X____ No_____ Ordinarily, I would oppose term limits for most elected offices. This is because a 

community should not be deprived of its right to elect and re-elect a legitimate, dedicated and proven legislator. 

However, the reality is that Chicago has had too long a history of entrenched aldermen who establish political 

dynasties tied to big business and awash in big money to effectively curtail true electoral democracy. Therefore, 

in the case of members of the Chicago City Council I do support term limits. 

 

  

k. Would you commit to helping mentor a field of successors?  

 

 

Yes_X____ No_____ Rationale: The identification, training and mentoring of new leaders is something I 

strongly believe in and have done my whole adult life. I have worked for years with dozens of effective, 

dedicated activists in the community and a major aspect of my administration would be about the preparation of 

successors to continue representation of the 10th Ward. 

 

   

 

l. Please answer all of the following ballot referenda applicable to your legislative district:  

 

. Whether employers should be required to offer paid leave in the event of illness, domestic  

violence or an emergency school closing [citywide]  

 

Yes__X_____ No_____  

 



 

 

 

. Whether workers who commit domestic violence should be required to receive treatment as  

a condition of continued employment [citywide]  

 

Yes__X__ No_____  

 

. Whether Chicago or Illinois should seek a system of campaign finances that involve a mix of  

small, private contributions and public funding [citywide]  

 

Yes_X___ No_____  

 

Whether to ban petroleum coke storage and transportation in the 10th Ward [only on ballots  

in the 10th Ward]  

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Whether a TIF advisory council should be formed [only on ballots in Precinct 30 of the 16th  

Ward]  

 

Yes__X____ No_____  

 

 Whether to elect the Chicago School Board [only the following wards: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10,  

12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 40, 45,  

46, 47, 49, and 50]  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

  

 

m. What, if any, reforms to campaign finance laws are you willing to support?  

  

I would craft legislation for both the City of Chicago and the State of Illinois that would –as much as legally 

possible given the infamous Citizens United decision -  to severely limit campaign contributions by large 

corporations and businesses that have a substantial involvement in the state, city and/or a particular ward.  

I would seek to have Citizens United “legislatively overturned” via constitutional amendment, as is being 

presently advocated by groups such as “Move to Amend.”  

 

 

 

n. Many constituents in our community complain they don't believe their voices are heard by  

political leadership, or even worse, ignored. Issues such as recent school closings and traffic  

cameras have highlighted those feeling of powerlessness: the community overwhelmingly  

objected to them, yet witnessed leadership proceed in spite of those objections. What plans  

have you made to ensure that your constituents feel heard and heeded? Please be as specific as  

possible.  

 

First, I would undertake an immediate comprehensive, door-to-door survey/assessment of the actual status of 

every man, woman and child in the Ward, regarding employment status, income, health issues, childcare issues, 



 

 

educational levels, access to public assistance programs, food, nutrition and other status indicators as part of an 

overall assessment of the state of the residents.  

 

Second, I would establish a network of 10th Ward Committees around key issues and constituencies to inform 

and advise my office on a regular basis. I would hold regular community meetings among particular population 

groups, issues, precinct and ward-wide at which the questions facing the Ward would be fully disclosed, 

debated and advisory votes taken, including the disposition of  TIF and City funds allocated to the Ward.  

 

Third, I will create internal Ward departments paralleling key departments of the City of Chicago that would 

oversee the network of ward committees discussed above, implement decisions thereof and interface directly 

with their counterparts on the various committees of the Chicago City Council. This would include sending 

members of the local 10th Ward departments to the meetings of Chicago City and City Council 

Departments/Committees to monitor their activities and provide direct community input and accountability. 

 

Finally, I will create a “Community Legal and Political Education” program in my Ward to educate residents as 

to the full range of their rights under federal, state and municipal law, the obligations of various City 

officers/departments under the Illinois State Constitution, Chicago City Charter, other relevant documents and  

case law. I would tap the public interest attorneys already working on my campaign as well as the Southeast 

side and Chicagoland legal community, law schools, professors and students to carry out classes in the ward.  

In this way, reside to carry out classes in the ward.  

In this way, residents would be independently empowered through knowledge of the law to hold my 

administration –and the City of Chicago –accountable. 

 

   

 

o. Would you be willing to attend short, periodic CBCO-sponsored Legislative Briefings on issues of  

significant impact to the Black community?  

 

Yes. 

 

PLATFORM QUESTIONS  

 

  

 

INSTRUCTIONS  

 

  

 

For each of the questions and/or propositions starting on the next page, please answer  

with a Yes or No and provide Rationale/Method. If the topic will be a priority for your  

administration, you may indicate as “First 100 Days.” Please provide a reason for skipping  

a question. Please add extra sheets as needed, ensuring that your Name and Question#  

appear on all additional sheets. The CBCO welcomes any questions which will help you  

provide your best response.  

 

  

 

You may contact Cecile Johnson of CBCO during the hours of 7am-7pm for this purpose:  

by phone @ 773-431-2788 via email @ africandevelopmentplan@gmail.com. Your  

question will be answered by the next business day.  



 

 

 

FISCAL/INFRASTRUCTURE  

 

1. TIF Reform. State of Illinois “Tax Increment Financing” law [TIF] is a tool designed to finance  

real estate development plans. It allows for a certain portion of certain taxes paid by  

Chicagoans in certain mapped areas to be used to spur investment in that area – if blighted –  

once plans for that area have been approved; for example, real estate taxes withdrawn from  

the operating budgets of schools and parks and invested in a vacant commercial corridor in the  

area. Abuses to this system have been widely reported. The practice of TIF “porting” enables,  

for example, our City Council to take taxes collected from a blighted Black neighborhood and  

invest them in a rich south loop development, such as $55 million toward a DePaul University  

sports stadium. The practice of TIF accumulation without distribution allows, for example, a  

mayor to collect and hold without distribution, accounting, or return, [currently] $1.7 billion  

dollars in taxes which he or she can spend on any project, at any time, in any neighborhood, no  

matter how rich through a unilateral decision to do so – unless vetoed by City Council. Have  

you studied the research on this topic by the TIF Illumination Project [tifreports.com], and  

would you support TIF reform that required a) full quarterly public accounting of all TIF funds  

collected; b) elimination of porting power; c) requirement that a resident-approved plan exist  

before certifying a TIF district; and d) return of all funds which were not used for the approved  

development plan to the TIF district from which they were taken?  

 

 

Yes_X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

I am generally opposed to the entire TIF program as currently operated. I would require comprehensive 

Community Benefits Agreements (CBA’s) in the form of binding contracts and obligations imposed on the 

recipients of TIF funds to gurantee job training, permanent union-scale paid employment to the members of the 

community in which TIF-funded projects are based. All segments—not just the business components-of the 

community should be parties to the creation, negotiation and enforcement of such agreements, as should the 

City of Chicago. There should be both civil and criminal penalties for breaches of such CBA’s and no work of 

any kind should be allowed to be undertaken until and unless the CBA is signed.  

TIF is a failed policy in which property taxes are raised supposedly to fund improved services like schools and 

public safety but are then actually spent on massive development projects that loot and exploit poor 

communities. In the last 25 years we have paid $5.5 billion into TIF. Already, the City of Chicago has set aside 

$108 million in TIF funds to bankroll Daniel McCaffrey and the luxury Lakeside Development that will take 

35-40 years to complete! As alderman I would reverse that decision and redirect that money into grants for 

South Chicagoans to obtain higher education, training and hiring more teachers and ending the overcrowding 

and understaffing of our schools. 

I am the only 10th Ward candidate who has advocated abolishing TIF so that our taxes can go to directly to 

education, health care, jobs and job training.   

  

 



 

 

2. Gramm Leach Bliley Act. The Gramm Leach Bliley Act impacts our entire life cycle: from less  

strict regulation of student loans, to the massive mortgage meltdown, evolving  

mismanagement of pension plans, and disproportionate harm to Black communities receiving  

Community Reinvestment Act funds [CRA financing, under which banks with a history of  

redlining must invest in deteriorating urban communities]. Would you support a resolution that  

would call for the repeal of the Gramm Leach Bliley Act of 1999?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__ X____ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: In reversing the minimal financial regulations of Glass-Steagel, Gramm Leach Bliley has 

opened the doors wide for the misconduct of banks, mortgage companies and other institutions. This has all but 

eliminated legal protections for those most impacted, i.e., working people, minorities and students. I would 

definitely support the repeal of this act. 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

3. Independent Financial Audits. Would you support a series of independent audits of all of the  

City’s public agencies and revenue streams, including but not limited to fees, fines, and other  

collections, as well as by distribution or disbursement; review of the financial institutions that  

have managed the City’s Pension and Chicago Housing Authority funds; Public Building Commission; Chicago 

Public Schools, how each school is spending its Title 1 funds, and how  

each school is meeting the needs of the student populations it serves; City Colleges of Chicago,  

its open enrollment and financial aid practices, and the impact of increasing student loan debt  

and low academic outcomes on Black students?  

 

 

Yes___X__ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: I strongly support such independent audits. I would want the process to be as transparent as 

possible. Qualified individuals as well as laypersons from the community should be a direct part of the audit 

process. The audit should be coordinated with a legal/criminal investigation so that as soon as wrongdoing or 

negligence is found, the added investigatory and prosecutorial tools available to law enforcement can be 

brought to bear on miscreant abusers of the public trust. 

 

  

4. CTA Improvements. The CTA has increased costs and decreased service, and seems to  

consistently operate at a loss. Services cut to communities with less transportation options and  



 

 

the lowest household incomes severely harm the ability of those residents to travel to work.  

Would you support restoration of previously eliminated CTA bus and rail services and an  

increase in the frequency of the existing services in the Black community? How would you  

increase CTA viability?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: As with so many other issues of lack of adequate services, funds that could be going to 

improve service on the CTA are going to wealthy developers via TIF with little or nothing to show in the way 

of new jobs or permanent community benefits for this looting/diversion of our tax dollars. Public transportation 

is a vital necessity for the Black community and all working people—and we’ve seen historically how it can 

become a political casualty. This is a high priority—TIF funds not already allocated should be immediately 

diverted to transportation and other key services. 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

5. Public Bank. Would you support legislation to eliminate ‘Chicago’s Infrastructure Trust’ and  

replace it with a more transparent, democratic, cost effective system, such as a state-owned  

public bank modeled after the Bank of North Dakota [publicbankinginstitute.org], thereby  

allowing Chicago to extend lines of credit to small business owners beyond traditional bank  

capacity; apartment building owners in under-served communities; and address infrastructure  

needs without the high interest rates and finance fees the city now pays to borrow from other  

financial institutions and investors?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No___  

 

Rationale/Method:  So long as private banks continue to dictate lending policies, guided only by the drive for 

highest return on reckless, consumer-threatening investments, our communities will suffer. A public bank or 

other institution could be created relatively quickly. I support any practical measure to greatly reduce or 

eliminate the stranglehold of for-profit financial institutions. 

  

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/JOBS  

 

6. The Promise of Jobs. Our community is routinely promised jobs which never materialize.  

Would you support an ordinance requiring industries seeking “license to operate” in Chicago to  



 

 

detail all projections of new jobs not only by quantity, but also by a) zip code of hires, b) salary,  

c) tenure/retention aims, and d) race.  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes___X__ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  I would go even further: there must not only be projections, but there must be sanctions for 

industries who detail such projections but fail to carry them out. Clauses awarding automatic liquidated 

damages payable to residents of the surrounding communities and other incentives to meet projections must be 

included in contracts involved in such “license to operate.”  

 

 

  

 

7. Chicago Broadband Challenge. The state awarded $2 million in Illinois Jobs Now! capital  

funding to Gigabit Squared. In 2012, the Mayor announced the launch of the Chicago  

Broadband Challenge, a unique initiative to engage the public to secure Chicago’s position as  

one of the digital capitals of the country and the city with the greatest availability of ultra-high- 

speed broadband in the United States. The Broadband Challenge is a plan to create the  

infrastructure for high-speed Internet throughout the city. Initial plans included outfitting 15  

commercial corridors with gigabit-speed Internet. This plan has three main goals: 1) Ultra-fast  

gigabit-bit speed internet, 2) Extending low-cost, high-speed internet to under-served areas, 3)  

Free WI-FI access in all public parks and other spaces. The City stated, "This is really a huge  

economic development initiative [and] will encourage business creation, growth, expansion and  

relocation". Current plans target 7 areas that are already technologically ahead of under- 

served areas and therefore those under-served areas (read that as south and west side  

communities) are caught in a cycle of being left behind the technological curve, thereby  

adversely impacting economic growth of these areas. Do you support shifting the Chicago  

Broadband Challenge funding and/or allocating additional funding and prioritizing the  

deployment of ultra-high-speed broadband to Black south and west side under-served areas  

most in need of investment to spur economic development and an accounting for the  

expenditure of the $2,000,000 awarded by the State?  

 

 

Yes__X__ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: This is critical in closing the “digital divide” and the inequities that stem from it.  

The decades of discriminatory neglect in the south and west sides—and in other poor areas of the city—must be 

remediated with preference for the location of these corridors going to those communities.   

 

  

 

8. Obama Presidential Library. Strong community benefits models are represented in the West  

Harlem Community Benefits Agreement with Columbia University/NYC; City of Milwaukee  

Ordinance, File #080218, for City resident participation in public works contracts; the  

Democracy Collaborative; CommunityWealth.Org; ICIC “Measuring the Shared Value of Anchor  



 

 

Community Engagement;” The Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law; and  

“Housing Bronzeville,” a project of the Lugenia Burns Hope Center. Would you support a City  

Council resolution asking the Obama Presidential Library Committee to place the Library in a  

predominantly Black area of the south side of the city as a means of spurring economic growth and 

development, including economic development metrics requested by the Bronzeville  

Regional Ad Hoc Collective, to wit:  

. Community-wealth building. Substantial goals, metrics, monitoring, and tracking of the  

increased household income and net worth of present Bronzeville region residents, directly or  

indirectly attributable to OPL developments; and an independent third party entity  

contracted to report/verify increments over time.  

 

. Moratorium & Mapping. Transparent and ongoing mapping of land ownership in the OPL  

region and “real-time” website reporting of land transfers. Temporary stay of public financing  

on acquisition of OPL area real estate after official announcement of RFP finalists in order to  

manage for mitigation of land grabbing.  

. Grandfathered Real Estate Taxes & Assessments. Establishment of community-led  

community land trusts in tandem with tax abatements to ensure sustained affordability by  

low and moderate-income households and to avoid displacement.  

. Neighbor Property Acquisition. Preferences, incentives, grants, forgivable loans, special- 

interest mortgages, and other funds set aside for the purchase of OPL region real estate by  

current residents.  

. Cash contributions and contracts to community. Endowment of a Benefits Fund with cash  

advance on signing, and long-term allocations of support for business development and  

investment; purchasing agreements and collectives; and job readiness and training.  

. Other practices/prohibitions such as eminent domain forbearance; collaboration/investment  

toward life-saving trauma center; guaranteed percentages of resident hiring [including  

Section 3, Davis Bacon, MBD/DBE/WBE with retention requirements]; renegotiated terms for  

construction trade jobs pipeline; and region-wide network of community centers for teens  

and lifelong education.  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: If an Obama presidential library is to be built in Chicago, I agree it should be located in a 

disadvantaged community—not along the lakefront or other affluent section of town. I recognize that there have 

been substantial consequential benefits for such communities via CBA’s etc. in many cities, but in the vast 

majority of cases, these agreements are illusory or unenforced. I think the priority is providing funds for 

renovating existing housing, building new housing, building youth centers and training for modern jobs rather 

than a problematic expectation of a derivative benefit from such a project. 

  

 

9. Chicago Park District Land. Chicago already lags significantly behind other high-density U.S.  

cities, ranking 14 out of 18 high density cities when measuring acres of open space per 1000  

residents (by the Trust for Public Land). Furthermore, Chicago has failed to meet the goals set  

forth in the City and Chicago Park Districts’ own CitySpace Plan of 1998, which requires the city  

to achieve two acres per 1000 residents by 2010 in each community area (and a further goal of  

five acres per 1000 residents by 2020). Would you support the taking of Chicago Park District  

land by the University of Chicago for the Obama Presidential Library without complete  



 

 

disclosure and resident ratification of the terms of the transaction, including: a) price paid for  

the land, b) location and pre- and post-development value of replacement land, c) sources of  

replacement park development funds, d) voting members of a Resident’s Community Council to  

participate in all aspects of any such redevelopment, and e) concrete limits to any agreed on  

transfer?  

 

Yes___X_ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes_____ No____X_  

 

Rationale/Method:  

  

 

10. Major Investments. The Mayor, Governor and President Barack Obama formally announced  

that Chicago was selected as the home of a new $320 million digital manufacturing hub. The  

lab, to be built on Goose Island, will provide a top-of-the-line research and development facility  

for digital technology companies of all sizes, and will be funded by a $70 million grant from the  

Defense Department, and $250 million in private and state funds. The Goose Island area is  

already experiencing significant economic growth. We do not know consideration was given to  

locating the lab on the south or west sides. Would you work to identify and support these  

types of investments that spur significant economic growth and development for under-served  

areas of the south and west sides, as well as provide your constituencies early notice of these  

types of plans in order to ensure that the community can use its voice towards the City and  

State selecting predominantly Black south and west side areas for these types of major  

investments – with attendant protections against displacement of existing populations?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes_____ No___X__  

 

Rationale/Method: Again, although I am not opposed to permanent jobs-creating and community-benefitting 

investments whether hi-tech or other, I would not want the project simply shifted from Goose Island to an 

underserved community based only on indirect, derivative benefits.  

 

 11. Minimum Wage. A Minimum Wage Ordinance increases the minimum wage to $13/hr by the  

year 2019. This is a start, however it is insufficient. Do you support increasing the minimum  

wage (as other progressive cities and states have done) to $15/hr by 2016?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes_____ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

  

 

  

 



 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

12. Youth Employment. Should Chicago's youth employment programs give priority to Black youth  

applicants, based on their high percentage of unemployment?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes___X__ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: The history of this country is one of relegating the African American to the lowest rung on 

the ladder. Thus, to elevate the status of our black citizens-- to push the lowest rung up--is to raise the entire 

ladder. I strongly support the immediate creation of massive public works projects to employ not only Black 

youth, but all of our disadvantaged. We should stop the theft of our tax dollars by way of tax increment 

financing. This theory of derivative benefits from big development projects has meant little more than crumbs 

brushed off the table as big banks, builders and the privileged sectors of the skilled trades feast at the table. 

The money should be frozen and redirected immediately to job training and employment programs—especially 

among the youth—rehabilitating the thousands of substandard dwellings in Chicago and building new homes 

and other socially useful, neighborhood empowering public projects. 

 

13. City Contracts. There are long-standing guidelines for City contracts towards increasing  

business for minority businesses, expressed as MBE/WBE/DBE goals, and yet the City and Sister  

Agencies do not come remotely close to meeting these goals. One of the reasons is vendors are  

often found in violation of minority goals for contracts (through fraudulent bidding, post award  

distribution of work, sub-contractor intimidation, etc). Current fines are insufficient to promote  

compliance. Would you support an ordinance to preclude a company from bidding or being a  

sole-source recipient of a city or sister-agency contract for a 2 year period on new city business  

or large additions to existing contracts if they are found to be in violation of the City or Sister  

Agency MBE/WBE/DBE goals?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes___X__ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

  

 

14. Chicago First. To support and nurture the growth of local business and city residents, should all  

City contracts and procurement be awarded to Greater Chicago Area based companies first,  

prior to considering companies from other areas, and/or should locally-based companies  

receive additional ‘material points’ as a part of evaluating responses to City of Chicago and  

Sister Agency RFIs/RFPs/IFBs/etc.?  

 

 



 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes_____ No__X___  

 

Rationale/Method: I would answer this question with a “yes…but”. The priority should be whether a business 

commits itself legally to the creation of permanent as opposed to temporary dead-end jobs for our communities 

and otherwise will bring the greatest benefit. Then, although I would look first to local businesses, I would not 

rule out an out-of-the-area business, should its commitment and track record by superior. 

  

 

15. Black Businesses. Would you support a city program to accelerate the rate at which Black  

businesses are created and sustained, and policies-practices-payments that prioritize contracts  

with Black-owned companies?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes_____ No__X___  

 

Rationale/Method:  Again, it’s not about who owns a business so much as it is about which businesses have the 

demonstrable commitment to the community. As we know, many of the so-called “black-owned” businesses –

especially construction contractors—have turned out to be fronts or conduits for established big firms with a 

corresponding disregard of the interests of the community. Having said that, I would favor prioritizing contracts 

with genuine, community-invested Black-owned companies, given the historical exclusion of and 

discrimination against such businesses. 

 

 16. Corner Store Institute. Would you support funding for a small business lab to generate  

networks of stores, distributed within walking distance of Black households, owned by  

neighbors, and focused on sales of locally-produced goods?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes_____ No__X___  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

  

17. Tax Dollars. Would you support an ordinance, to require the City to issue a bi-annual report  

detailing the breakdown of funding allocated/encumbered/expended in each Ward by  

infrastructure improvements, public and public/private development, schools, affordable and  

other housing, public transportation, public safety, and other categories of expenditures to  

achieve transparency in how equitably our tax dollars are distributed?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 



 

 

Rationale/Method: I would support such a requirement so long as the report is compiled by a neutral party(ies) 

not tied to any alderman or the Mayor.  

 

EDUCATION  

 

18. [Please Ignore – Question Deleted]  

 

  

 

19. School Repurposing. Do you understand and support the concept of “schools as centers of  

communities”? Would you support the repurposing of closed Chicago Public Schools as open- 

enrollment schools?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: In most cases, these schools should not have been closed in the first place. They most 

definitely should be reopened and restructured such as to provide the greatest opportunity for the greatest 

number of students. It is simply a disgrace that the City is ready to fork over millions to build a new De Paul 

basketball stadium, a Star Wars Museum or Lakeside Development’s 30 -40 year entirely speculative luxury 

estate while children are in overcrowded, understaffed schools—made even more so by the recent closings.  

 

  

 

20. School Board. Would you support an independent and democratically elected school board  

representing school districts that are equitably apportioned?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: There must be accountability in the 3rd largest school system in this country. We need a 

board that will prioritize education and not gamble public funds on the auction-rate bond market. 

 

  

21. School Privatization. Would you support a permanent freeze on the commissioning and or  

creation of new charter and contract schools with public funds?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: The  

 

22. Performance Results. Would you support publication of side-by-side comparison of  

performance results of all schools within regularly scheduled reporting periods?  

 



 

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

23. CPS Curriculum. Would you support the requirement that all CPS schools have a functioning  

library with certified librarian/media specialists; certified math and science teachers; the  

implementation of the mandated Black History curriculum; civics, geography, music/band and  

art? What methods would you use to monitor progress and compliance?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

24. Student Health. Do you support the restoration of physical education in all elementary and  

secondary grades in CPS with qualified and certified PE teachers? Mainstreaming yoga and  

meditation practice? Outdoor exercise on grass with gardens? With what enforcement or  

penalties?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  



 

 

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

25. Student Medication. In order to focus on holistic treatment and culturally sensitive mental  

health solutions which include the increased use of African American and Latino psychiatrists,  

psychologists and social workers as an integral part of the mental health evaluation process,  

would you support the creation of a parent and professional task force to re-evaluate and  

revamp school mental health practices and the long term ramifications of medicating our  

children, including ‘special education’ diagnoses, mental health and disability diagnoses, and  

the increased use of prescription drugs targeting our children?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  As the mother of two young girls, I am alarmed at what we might call the “school to 

pharmaceutical industry pipeline.” We need not only to put the professionals to work on comprehensive health 

evalution, but we need to fully fund the schools and create a truly warm, nurturing, fully-resourced and child-

focused educational system and guarantee adequate nutrition and other necessities so as to address the roots of 

these health/education issues 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

26. Black Teachers. Black and brown children comprise the majority of the students in Chicago’s  

CPS and charter schools, yet the percentage of Black teachers has decreased by more than 35%  

since 1990. Would you support a requirement for CPS to institute a funded program specifically  

focused on Black Teacher Recruitment/ Retention that would require hiring more Black men in  

both elementary and secondary education?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

27. Remedial Programs. To increase the numbers of qualified Black students in trades, vocational,  

and apprenticeship programs; to restore CPS defunctive truancy programs; and to help  

eliminate the school-to- prison pipeline, would you support measures for more rigorous  

comprehensive remedial programs , based on best practices, in CPS and charter schools? What  

strategies and measures would you use to monitor effectiveness?  



 

 

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: Again, remedial programs are, I believe, a necessity and constitutional mandate based on the 

years of systemic discrimination in all things educational. Such programs should be seen within the broader 

context reparations and affirmative action needed to eliminate second-class citizenship. 

 

28. School Services. Would you support reversal of the trend to privatize school services and  

return to union and non-union Black vendors and employees?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

  

 

HOUSING & LAND USE  

 

29. Land Records Audit. A preliminary review of land records created from foreclosures indicates  

ongoing foreclosures based on illegal robo-signing, fraudulent mortgage assignments, and other  

improprieties. Would you support a moratorium on foreclosures, receiverships, and evictions  

until an audit of City and Cook County land records by an independent outside auditor has been  

completed?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: I would use all the legal and persuasive powers of the office of Alderman to place a 

moratorium on foreclosures and force the banks and mortgage companies to bring displaced residents back 

to their homes. We bailed out these institutions, many of which have skirted the law in throwing the 

residents of some 400 foreclosed South Chicago homes into the streets. Now, through a case by case re-

examination of these circumstances, the providing of low and no-interest loans and the re-allocation of TIF 

dollars to these communities, I would put unemployed tradesmen—of which we have thousands in South 

Chicago-to work rehabilitating these homes and see to it that South Chicago is repopulated by those who 

built this community. 

 

 

30. Lender Disclosures. Would you support an ordinance that would require all banks and financial  

institutions doing business with the City to disclose their involvement in the illegal and unjust  

mortgage lending schemes that led to the massive foreclosures in Black communities?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  



 

 

 

First 100 Days? Yes_X____ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: Self reporting by these institutions is a start, but I would go further and urge the creation of a 

specialized prosecutorial section in the Cook County States’ Attorney’s office and City law enforcement bodies 

directed to carry out vigorous civil and criminal investigations –and the empaneling of appropriately 

constructed grand juries—to investigate and bring charges where indicated by the evidence. Although the 

Obama administration has failed to prosecute these widespread violations of federal lending law, local 

prosecutors have the power and obligation to initiate such prosecutions on their own. 

 

31. Citizen Advisory Committee. In order to address the “alien invasion” of the economic base of  

the Black community and to increase Aldermanic accountability and stakeholder/constituent  

buy-in and participation in democratic processes that are fundamental to governance – would  

you support an ordinance that required a community-based Citizen Advisory Committee to vet,  

advise, and vote on all City Council action on mapping, real estate development, zoning,  

economic development, creation of new businesses, schools, community centers, contracts and  

other financial awards, and the distribution of Aldermanic Menu Funds?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 



 

 

 

First 100 Days? Yes_____ No__X___  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

32. Master Planning & Commercial Corridor Committee. In order to produce a holistic design of  

local living economies in Black communities which incentivize neighbor-owned businesses,  

neighbor investors/property owners, and keep neighbor dollars circulating within a “walkable- 

village” square-mile for residents, would you create and/or support a ward-wide Master  

Planning & Commercial Corridor Committee staffed by local experts who reflect the racial and  

ethnic composition and interests of the community, and which also includes community  

residents and funders?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes_____ No___X__  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

33. Neighborhood Displacement. Would you support legislation and policy-practices- payments  

designed to preserve Black Historic and Legacy Communities by ensuring that Micro-Market  

Recovery District, Neighborhood Stabilization Initiative, Cook County Land Bank, Chicago  

Community Land Trust, Chicago Housing Authority, and related funds available to investors did  

not produce displacement of present neighbors via eminent domain, industrialization,  

economic development, or gentrification, including displacement of renters in condominium  

conversions?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

34. Evictions. Would you oppose the privatization and fast tracking of residential and commercial  

evictions?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: See answer to Question No. 29.  

 

35. Large Lots. Would you support expansion of Chicago’s Large Lot Program for repeat rounds of  

offerings, and with amendments to achieve greater economic equity in the Black community,  

such as: a) removing the requirement to be a present landowner; b) providing a one-year  

waiver on the payment of real estate taxes to help defray fencing costs; c) the establishment of  

zero-interest loans and grants to improve the land with structures; and d) a Technical  



 

 

Assistance Pool of local Black real estate experts to consult neighbors on the development- 

management of the land?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

 

36. Homeowner Bill of Rights Ordinance. Would you support a Homeowner Bill of Rights  

Ordinance to protect homeowners from fraudulent document conveyances and erroneous  

Permanent Identification Numbers [PIN] for parcels of land documented in or managed by the  

Recorder of Deeds Office, Cook County Assessor, Cook County Clerk, and City Treasurer's  

Office?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

 

CULTURE  

 

37. Great Migration. Recognizing the critical contribution of America’s Great Migration to the  

history of Chicago, would you support the establishment and funding of a Black Metropolis  

National Heritage Area Commission to continue research, documentation, and promotion of  

this region as central to Chicago’s tourism economic development plans?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes___X__ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

38. Tourism Opportunities. Would you support expansion of workforce development/training  

financed by the City of Chicago to include tourism opportunities (transportation, accommodations, 

entertainment, recreation, conferences/events, food/beverage) in Black  

neighborhoods of the city?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes_____ No__X___  

 

Rationale/Method:  



 

 

39. Decade for People of African Descent. "We must remember that people of African descent are  

among those most affected by racism. Too often, they face denial of basic rights such as access  

to quality health services and education." — United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.  

Would you play an active role in initiating and/or supporting a resolution recognizing and  

committing to the United Nations declared International Decade for People of African Descent  

(Jan 1, 2015 - Dec 31, 2024), under the theme "Recognition, Justice and Development" and its  

Program of Action? SOURCE: http://www.un.org/en/events/africandescentdecade/index.shtml  

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

  

 

  

40. Slavery Era Disclosure. In 2002 the City of Chicago passed a SLAVERY ERA DISCLOSURE  

ORDINANCE (2-92-585) that made it mandatory for all businesses with City contracts – not just  

insurance companies – to research and report any slave trade history, with documentation to  

be filed with the City’s Department of Purchasing. However, that is all that was required. This  

means Afrodescendant communities have not received any economic justice from this  

ordinance nor this crime against our community. Would you play an active role in initiating  

and/or supporting an amendment to the existing Slavery Disclosure Ordinance (2-92-585) that  

will: a) mandate any entity that reveals a slave trade history and receives a contract with the  

City be responsible for setting aside 6% of the project cost to an Economic Enhancement  

Package independently controlled and operated by Afrodescendants in the community where  

the project is proposed? [This 6% falls within the 10% of "Contingencies" in all development  

projects, thus an entity does not have to increase its project cost to comply. This removes the  

challenge that it will increase the cost to do business for this entity that has revealed a slave  

trade past.] b) Increase access and widespread public notice within the Afrodescendant  

community of all future disclosures, c) give community full access to all past disclosures through  

a searchable database accessible on the City’s website with documents available in PDF; d)  

assigns N’COBRA (National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in America) as lead body  

ensuring the full compliance to the legislation and enhancement activities?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  I would regard this as a priority. Already, a small number of businesses—particularly 

insurance companies—have researched, owned up and in some cases, paid reparations for their involvement in 

profiting off the slavery and the slave trade and the ongoing “badges and incidents” legacy of slavery that 

continues to cause so much inequity. To this day, many of this country’s most venerable businesses continue to 

profit off the institutionalized racism that arose with and as justification for slavery; therefore, it is only fair, 

since this is an ongoing source of profit for these businesses that they be made to pay compensation to those 

from whom profits were wrung at such a high cost. 

 

  

41. Czar. If you answered Yes, would you support appointment of a City Council Slavery Disclosure  



 

 

Act Czar to analyze, investigate, negotiate settlement payments with interest, and recommend  

cease-and-desist orders on any City contracts of all credible, unlitigated claims by Black Chicago  

residents against companies and government agencies who participated in Jim Crow laws,  

contract buying, redlining policies, and related taking of property/assets from any time period,  

with monthly reporting to ensure proper and prompt enforcement of the Act?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

 

42. Immigration. Would you support a resolution that would ask the Federal Immigration Service  

to make sure that immigrants of African descent and from the diaspora – including Haiti and  

the Caribbean – are equally included in President Obama’s Immigration Amnesty Program and  

The Dream Act, enjoying benefits through EB5?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes___X__ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

43. DuSable Park. Would you support development and naming of DuSable Park in honor of Jean  

Baptiste Point DuSable (the first non-native American settler and founder of Chicago) in the  

lakefront space where in the late 1700’s he established his village. The space was designated as  

DuSable Park by the late Mayor Harold Washington in 1980.  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes_____ No___X__  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

 43. Garvey Day. Would you support the naming of August 17th as Marcus Garvey Day?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes_____ No___X__  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

ORGANIZING/JUSTICE  

 

45. Police Oversight. A local organization is proposing legislation that would create an elected  



 

 

Civilian Police Accountability Council, elected by district in equal numbers, which would assume  

the duties of the appointed Independent Police Review Authority and the Police Board. Police  

discipline, misconduct investigations, and yearly and quarterly review would be assumed by this  

elected board, with the additional powers to: a) appoint an independent prosecutor when the  

States Attorney refuses to prosecute an alleged police crime; b) help define and vote to adopt  

police standard operating procedures; and c) choose the Superintendent of Police. Is this level  

of civilian power necessary? Would you change our current police oversight structure in any  

way?  

 

Yes__x___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__x___ No_____  

 

1. Rationale/Method: I am the only candidate in this race who is not calling for thousands of more 

police to deal with crime. Simply adding more police can’t and won’t deal with the roots of crime. 

My opponents want it both ways, but every dollar that goes to more police is a dollar that is not 

going to addressing the roots of crime: poverty, unemployment, the absence of productive 

alternatives to crime for our youth. Alderman Pope says he wants to “crack down on crime and 

gangs.” Go to the Bush, go to South Chicago-there are already plenty of police. Has it solved the 

problem? Get tough rhetoric hasn’t worked anywhere in the United States. In fact, in part, this 

approach is part of the culture that led to the death of Eric Garner and Michael Brown. We are now 

witnessing a concerted effort by police to resist civilian oversight altogether. This is a complex 

problem - we can’t jump to simplistic, crowd-pleasing solutions.  

 

As with the Michael Brown and Eric Garner cases, the entire country is beginning to see what we 

have known in our communities all along: that the “justice” system is a means to uphold the status 

quo of poverty, racism and to fuel the profit-driven prison/industrial complex. Chicago and Cook 

County are no exceptions. But I am encouraged by the growing numbers of attorneys—including 

those on my campaign team—who are standing up for true justice. I would create in the 10th Ward a 

“Community Legal Education and Action” Network to educate and empower our residents. I would 

push for Special Prosecutors nominated by the community and unconnected to police agencies to 

investigate and prosecute police abuse and deadly force cases. 

 

46. Police Action Reports. Currently, police data is compiled by districts and does not provide an  

accurate picture of homicides, police killings, and police misconduct; nor does it address the  

impact of new city policy on some communities as it relates to red light cameras, traffic tickets,  

booting of cars etc. This information is needed by our community to verify that we are not  

being disproportionately targeted and impacted by racial profiling, police action, and  

misconduct that violate our human rights and self-determination, and would be most helpful to  

Aldermen and community stakeholders if detailed by ward. In order to provide a clearer  

picture and foster the design community-based solutions, would you support a funded  

mandate via city ordinance to require annual publication of all arrests, detentions, police  

killings, police misconduct, traffic tickets and booting of cars in a report compiled by Police  

District and Ward – by age and race – and accessible via website and download?   

Yes__x___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes___x__ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

  



 

 

 

47. Restorative Justice. Would you support a city-wide Youth Initiative Program staffed with  

stakeholders and other trained professionals within the community, to holistically address the  

culture of violence among Black youth, utilizing proven best practices such as restorative  

justice, in lieu of incarceration?  

 

 

Yes___X__ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: I am absolutely opposed to the current “school to prison pipeline” and the incarceration 

industry that it supports.  

 

 

48. Red Light Cameras. Would you support the removal of all red light and speed cameras  

throughout the city, restoration of a reasonable time span between traffic light changes, a  

complete overhaul of all booting and seizure policy and practices?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  The issue of red light cameras—which, like speed cameras have been proven totally 

ineffective, at best –as well as booting, seizure and the disproportionate suspension of drivers licenses in 

minority communities—are all about maximizing profit and concentrating enforcement and punishment against 

those who are least able to defend themselves. 

 

 

49. Booting And Seizure. Would you support an analysis and report on the car seizure appeal  

process, and the overhaul of current car booting/seizure legislation in order to reduce the rate  

of permanent vehicle loss in the Black community?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes___X__ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

50. Temporary Driving Privileges. As a means of increasing community volunteering, constituent  

partnership with city agencies, and family economic sustainment, would you support a law to  

allow residents with driver’s license suspensions from city red light, speeding, and parking  

tickets debt to volunteer in the community for 10 hours weekly for temporary driving  

privileges?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 



 

 

First 100 Days? Yes___X__ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

51. Ticket Payment Plans. Would you support amnesty legislation to allow residents with parking  

ticket debt to reduce their debt by 50 percent through a one year payment agreement?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

GREEN & HEALTHY  

 

52. Utility Rates. Would you support consumer protection recommendations by Citizens Utility  

Board [CUB] to address policy and financial supports to residents struggling to meet rate hikes  

by Ameren/ComEd, Exelon, Peoples Gas, Nicor, and Dynegy rate hikes totaling cumulatively  

over a billion dollars?  

 

 

Yes___X__ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

 

53. Renewable Energy. With industrial pollution driving up greenhouse gas levels which accelerate  

our climate crisis, would you support legislation that reflects a preference for renewable energy  

– such as solar, wind, geothermal systems – over nuclear and fossil fuel energies such as coal  

and gas which heavily pollute?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

54. Equipment Payment Plans. Would you support legislation that allowed for installment  

payments for renewable energy systems via utility company bills or property tax bills in order to  

help households, small businesses, and commercial property owners reduce their heating- 

cooling-lighting costs?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  



 

 

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

 

55. Weatherization. Green energy is a growth industry, with the potential for increased local jobs.  

Would you support creation of a funding pool dedicated exclusively to the training and  

implementation of residential and small commercial property weatherization initiatives in Black  

communities by unemployed local residents and returning citizens, and staffed/managed  

exclusively by Black energy professionals?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes_____ No___X__  

 

Rationale/Method: I would say “yes…but” as far as the exclusive management of weatherization efforts by 

Black professionals in Black communities. Although overall, I see how this correctly addresses the issue of 

developing and employing local community members, in mixed, impoverished wards like the 10th, I would 

favor a priority given to Black, Latino and non-minority managers with a demonstrated commitment to the 

goals of empowering and employing local residents. 

 

56. Environmental Justice. This winter Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick made history by  

mandating that the Principles of Environmental Justice [http://www.ejnet.org.ej/principles.html]  

be integrated into decision-making across state government. With the harms and burdens of  

our climate crisis falling disproportionately on communities of color, would you support  

inclusion of EJ [environmental justice] principles into Chicago’s Clean Power, Climate Action,  

and Sustainable 2015 plans?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  

 

 57. Toxic Hotspots. The seminal report, “A Climate of Change” documents the disproportionate  

negative impact of global warming on communities of color. Seventy-one percent of Blacks live  

in counties in violation of federal air pollution standards, as compared to 58% percent of  

whites. Seventy-eight percent of African Americans live within thirty miles of a coal-fired power  

plant, as compared to 56% percent of whites. Asthma has strong associations with air pollution,  

and Blacks have a 36% higher rate of incidents of asthma than whites, and are 3x more likely to  

experience related emergency room visits or death. Black communities suffer more pollution- 

triggered diseases such as asthma in the rail/trucking economic development epicenters of  

Englewood/Washington Park where Norfolk Southern Railroad has been granted expansion  

rights and city-owned land; and in southeast Chicago, which has been plagued by dumping of  

poorly regulated/contained oil refining waste [petcoke] produced by BP. Would you support  

benefits for impacted communities, including free industry-sponsored health/remediation  

centers and the development of innovation tech parks that provide industry-specific education,  

training, contracts, and jobs for neighbors? Would you support legislation requiring all  

industries with potential environmental-hygiene impacts on air, water, soil, noise, or structures  



 

 

to negotiate and contract to monitor, mitigate, and compensate impacted residents via a  

Community Area Community Benefits Task Force process?  

 

 

[http://www2.epa.gov/petroleum-coke-chicago/health-effects-petroleum-coke]  

[http://rprogress.org/publications/2008/climateofchange.pdf]  

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes___X__ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  As you may know, I have been walking point and on the frontlines of the struggle to ban 

petcoke and other toxic pollutants since the beginning. It goes without saying that I would support the kind of 

legislation discussed here. 

 

58. Trauma Center. Would you support a City Council mandate to designate a full service and fully  

staffed Hospital Trauma Center on the southside of the city? Would you support the  

transitioning of Provident Hospital for that purpose? Or would you prefer to include a trauma  

center in the University of Chicago Obama Presidential Library bid?  

 

 

Yes__X___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes_X___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  I would favor whichever approach could most quickly –and with the most immediate 

derivative benefits to the community—resolve this crisis of the lack of a fully operational trauma center on the 

Southside.  

 

  

59. Mental Health. Would you support restoration and upgrade of the community mental health  

clinics in the Black community, enhanced with Black holistic health practitioners?  

 

 

Yes__x___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes__x___ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method: The shutdown of the city mental health clinics is one of the worst disgraces ever perpetrated. 

They must be restored and upgraded immediately by halting the allocation of any TIF funds and freezing and 

redirecting allocated funds to the resolution of this crisis. 

 

  

8 PRINCIPLES OF GREEN-VILLAGE-BUILDING  

 

Micro-Saving/Lending, Local Currency/Wealth. Each village has its own measures, exchanges,  

and repositories of wealth.  

 

Local Energy Production & Transportation. Each village produces its own energy for heat, light  

and transportation.  



 

 

 

Shopping & Waste. Each village supplies all basic goods and services to neighbors, converting  

waste to wealth in the process.  

 

Affordable Green Homes & Gardens. Each village is sustained through jobs-driven  

development without displacement, providing low-income housing and producing high-quality food through 

land trust CDC’s.  

 

News & Networks/Stories & Structures. Each village celebrates its past, present, and future  

culture through stories in print, digital, and theatrical forms.  

 

Village Centers & Borders: Each village is a walkable, self-sustaining whole with perceptible  

borders, inter-dependent local ties, global context, organized and in action for self-interest.  

 

Health, Education & Welfare. Each village fosters life-long learning through hubs, which are  

epicenters for green training, development and lifestyle transformation.  

 

Green Jobs & Enterprise. Each village circulates its wealth through neighbor-owned businesses  

which invent, invest, manufacture, and merchandise locally.  

  

 

60. Conservation Lifestyle. Since Black communities are impacted first and worst by the effects of  

global warming while contributing the least to its buildup, and since only a whole-system  

solution can transform the whole-system problem common to Black communities everywhere  

[1 – malnutrition, addition, poisoning 2 – health disparities 3 – self-hatred projected 4 – mis- 

education, dropouts, and illiteracy 5 – unprepared parenting and state-supported single- 

mother homes 6 hyper-incarceration, recidivism, and violence 7 – barriers to voting and 8 –  

unemployment, underemployment, and the Black Tax] would you support legislation and  

funding to create a “City of Villages” policy that produced resilient neighborhoods in Black  

communities – working to appropriate Illinois Lottery dollars, unallocated TIF funds, or other  

sources in order to finance self-sustaining, square-mile local living economies; where every  

household can walk-to-work, walk-to-shop, walk-to-learn, walk-to-play; anchored by neighbor- 

owned buildings, businesses; and advancing the conservation lifestyle, as articulated in the  

framework, The 8 Principles of Green-Village-Building™[see below]?  

 

 

Yes__x___ No_____  

 

First 100 Days? Yes___x__ No_____  

 

Rationale/Method:  In the recent People’s Climate March in New York, I had the privilege of addressing 

400,000 of my fellow fighters for a new, green and just world. I am absolutely committed to whole-systems 

solutions as every one of the societal ills listed in this question are traceable to the inequities of a profit-driven  

social order. These cannot be regarded as isolated “silo” issues; they are all characteristic of a system where 

human rights are subordinated to private corporate property. 

 

My campaign is about organizing the community well beyond the election to realize this vision. 


