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2016 U.S. SENATOR / U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

Part I: Instructions and Candidate Details

Instructions: This is a fillable form, please answer all questions in Part I (Instructions and Candidate Details) and Part II (Issue Questionnaire). Part
II includes yes/no and essay answer questions. Please mark the appropriate box for each yes/no question. If you wish to add comments to a yes/no
question, or if elaboration is requested, you may type directly in the box below the Yes/No section.  Please answer all essay questions. Each essay
box has scrolling functionality which allows you to answer the questions at the length you deem sufficient. We appreciate your participation.
Candidate Details

DATE: DISTRICT:  PARTY:

NAME:

VOTING ADDRESS:

HOME PHONE: BUSINESS PHONE:

CAMPAIGN ADDRESS:

CAMPAIGN PHONE: CAMPAIGN FAX:

EMAIL: WEBSITE:

CAMPAIGN MANAGER:

NUMBER OF PETITION
SIGNATURES FILED:

NUMBER OF PETITION
SIGNATURES REQUIRED:

 A)  Elective or appointive, public or party, offices previously held.

B) Other elective offices for which you have been a candidate.

C) What is your primary occupation?

D) Briefly list your civic activities of the past ten years.

E) What experience have you had which will be most helpful to you in the office you seek?

F) Please list all endorsements you have received.

G) What is your campaign budget and how much have you raised to date?

H) Please concisely state what goals for the office you seek are most important to you personally?

Candidate Details
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2016 U.S. SENATOR / U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

Part II. Issue Questionnaire

GENERAL - Yes/No Questions

YES NO

1 Legislation has been introduced in Illinois for a process to Recall the Mayor of Chicago.
Do you support the passage of that Legislation (HB4356)?

2 Do you support the recently enacted Iran Nuclear Deal, negotiated by the President’s
State Department?

GENERAL - Essay Questions

3 What do you see as your primary responsibilities and duties as a U.S. Senate/House member?

4 *For those seeking re-election. What legislation did you sponsor or co-sponsor that addressed the issues
of importance to African Americans in Chicago?

5 There has been a lot of attention, for good reason, on physical violence. However, many observers argue
that abstract violence (the failure for citizens to obtain the resources necessary for a good quality of
life) is just as pervasive and debilitating (i.e. high unemployment rates, poverty, poor education, poor
housing, food desserts, et. al.). Do you agree that abstract violence is just as debilitating as physical
violence? If so, have you introduced or proposed any legislation that deals with the abstract violence
confronted by African Americans in Chicago?
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2016 U.S. SENATOR / U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

Part II. Issue Questionnaire

ECONOMY / ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - Yes/No Questions

YES NO

6 The US Dept of Transportation’s Federal Railroad Administration spends billions on
projects such as High Speed Rail. There are no Disadvantaged Business Enterprise
(DBE) requirements for FRA funded projects. Would you be willing to sponsor / support
a bill that would create a DBE program for FRA projects?

7 Would you be willing to sponsor / support a bill that targets funding for black
economic development in under-served / unserved areas of Illinois?

8 Do you support the revival of the Glass-Steagall Act?

ECONOMY / ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - Essay Questions

9 In May 2015 CNBC ranked Chicago as the second best city for small business. What will you do to
ensure that African Americans have access to the capital needed for small business development?

10 What is your plan to increase job growth in Illinois and how does your plan enhance the quality of life
for minorities?

11 What areas in Illinois do you view as undeveloped and having great potential for development?
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2016 U.S. SENATOR / U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

Part II. Issue Questionnaire

EDUCATION - Yes/No Questions

YES NO

12 Would you support legislation making public higher education free to all graduating
highschool seniors?

13 Do you support making ‘improving the public education of children’ a major federal
mission comparable to the President’s challenge to cure cancer or our mission to land
a man on the moon?

EDUCATION - Essay Questions

14 What is your position on charter schools? Please explain the pros and cons of charters versus public
schools.

15 What do you do with a school that is failing to meet basic standards? Do you cut funding or increase it?
What happens to those who are left in a failing school?

16 Approximately 51 percent of Illinois school children are from low-income households and 86 percent
of children that attend Chicago’s public schools are low income. What can you do to ensure these
students receive a quality education that prepares them for college and/or skill training and
development?
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2016 U.S. SENATOR / U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

Part II. Issue Questionnaire

PUBLIC SAFETY and JUSTICE - Yes/No Questions

YES NO

17 Do you support the Department of Justice expanding its investigation of the Chicago Police
Department into a potential Cover Up of the murder of LaQuan McDonald?

18 Do you support legislatively restoring parts of the Voting Rights Act struck down by the
Supreme Court?

19 Do you support legislation mandating background checks of purchasers of weapons at gun
shows, through the internet and through print advertisements?

21 Do you support legislation prohibiting racial profiling in law enforcement?

22 Do you support US Rep John Conyers  HR40 Bill “Commission to Study Reparation Proposals for
African-Americans Act“? Note: Numbered in recognition of the unfulfilled promise to freed
slaves of “40 acres and a mule”.

PUBLIC SAFETY and JUSTICE - Essay Questions

23 Do you support President Obama’s executive order on gun control? If yes, explain how this will reduce
the number of illegal guns in Chicago. If no, explain what steps you support to reduce the number of
illegal guns in Chicago.

24 Please explain what you believe to be the primary causes of gun violence in Chicago and the steps you
propose to deal with the causes of gun violence.

25 What would you do to reduce the size of the Prison Industrial Complex? In other words, reduce the
significant numbers of black men and women that are disproportionately sent to prison.
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2016 U.S. SENATOR / U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

Part II. Issue Questionnaire

POVERTY - Yes/No Questions

YES NO

26 Do you support an increase in the federal minimum wage?

POVERTY - Essay Questions

27 One in three African Americans in Chicago live in poverty and 18% of Black Chicagoans live in deep
poverty (below 50 per cent of the federal poverty line). Explain why African American communities are
hit the hardest and what you will do to help eradicate poverty.

28 Poverty is a persistent problem in America and politicians routinely state that their plans will help
eradicate poverty. Explain why voters should trust you to make headway in addressing poverty.

HEALTH - Essay Question

29 What changes should be made to the Affordable Care Act to cover a greater number of individuals? Or
would you replace the ACA and why?

“NBAC Chicago appreciates your timely response and your support of our efforts
to improve the overall quality of life for our Community…”

All Questions derived from the 2016 National Black Agenda
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http://nationalblackagendaconsortium.org/agenda-2016/

	Text2: 1st Congressional
	Text1: February 4, 2016
	Text3: Democrat
	Text5: 7637 South Champlain Avenue / Chicago, IL / 60619
	Text6: 773-493-2150
	Text7: 
	Text8: 1938 East 79th Street
	Text9: 1-888-500-8709
	Text10: info@brutusforcongress.net
	Text11: 
	Text12: www.brutusforcongress.com
	Text13: Wendell Mosby
	Text14: 1,314
	Text15: 6,137
	Text16: Local School Council - William H. Ray Elementary School (elected 2013)
	Text17:   2nd Congressional District (2012) - Special Election - candidate, Democratic Primary.
	Text18:  Coordinator of Economic Development, City of Chicago:  Department of Planning and Development
	Text19:   Co-Founder/President – Haitian-American Professional Network (HAPN); Vice-President - Grand Crossing Park Advisory Council; Henry Booth House, Board of Directors; Co-Chair, Urban Planning and Transportation Committee of the Coalition of African-American Leaders (COAL)  Member; Conference of Minority Transportation Officials (COMTO); Area Commissioner – Christian Fellowship League; Elected member, Local School Council at Ray Elementary School; Senior Advisor, Chicago’s Young & Powerful Group; Chicago Cares Volunteer;  Member, DuSable Park Coalition 
	Text20:   20 year professional serving the people of Illinois (state/Chicago) as an economic development expert who understands how the use of public resources/funding creates the environment for jobs to be created; Raised in the south suburbs, currently reside on the southside of Chicago and has expert knowledge of the infrastructure of the south suburbs, southland and southside, I know the needs and how to use Econ Dev to improve the quality of life for the target population;    Prior experience in running for Congress in the 2nd Congressional District where the demographics are virtually similar to the 1-CD; prior experience 
	Text21:   Southside Democracy for America
	Text22:   $100,000 / $37,000
	Text23:   1 - Economic Development (ED).  When I say ED, I mean it in the truest definition of the word, but I also mean it to be in the approach of looking at how we improve the quality of life for the residents in our District in the areas of:  Education, Affordable Housing, Job Creation, Safe and Smart communities, Crime reduction, Open Space Planning and Improving the capacity of those doing business in our District.  All of these areas are very important to me as well as to everyone in the District because as we head into the 21st century, having someone who has these as their vision combined with real experience in these areas is who we should coalesce support for.  

  2 - I want to be a real leader and role model for our youth.  Our youth need someone who can lead them AND relate to them and their needs/interests/concerns.  While not forgetting about our baby boomers and elders (as there are real funding challenges to the services they are being given), we must also create a world where our Gen Xers and Millenials can function.  I want to create the next wave of Black entrepeneurs as we have sufficient opportunity now to launch this next group, but we also have to increase their capacity.  The initiatives that I will advocate for, such as raising the DBE participation on USDOT projects to 50% from 30% (current), will offer a possibility for more MBE and WBE businesses from the Black community to gain entry into the public business sector (marketplace).  

  3 - Becoming the second Haitian-American to serve in the US Congress.  As the HA community here and abroad have very specific needs, it is past time that they had someone representing their economic and structural interests.  For HA's in the Diaspora, they aspire for the same American Dream however, are often left out of the equation.  For Haitians living in Haiti, they continue to be oppressed economically by many foreign interests who do not put the interests of the Haitian people first.  We face very similar circumstances here in the 1st District (and to a much larger degree, in the USA as black folks), where the opportunities are not level, requiring more than a connected leader to advocate for us....we need a bold leader, free to speak who can elevate the conversation by declaring that the interests of all black people need to be primary and NOT secondary or tiertiary.  
	Text39: O. Patrick Brutus
	Text24:  N/A
	Text25:   As a member of the House of Representatives, my main responsibilities are:
#1, to vote on legislation being debated on in my Chamber; 
#2, to represent the interests of my District to the effect that I can propose, create and pass meaningful legislation that improves the quality of life and increases the capacity of businesses in my District, further demonstrated by my ability to direct resources back to the District; and 
#3, be an advocate for the concerns and issues that matter most to members of my District and the country in trying to shape America into the country that we want it to be.
	Text26:    I'm not quite sure if I'm supposed to answer this question as it may be a continuation of #4, but I do think that abstract violence is equally important as physical violence because many of the reasons for physical stem directly from the abstract.  Therefore, we must passionately look at how to eradicate the conditions in which many are under in order to cause significant reductions in physical violence.  As Congressman, I would work with the community to determine if there are some new creative solutions that can be proposed as legislation that I would be Chief sponsor of that could be a futuristic way to fix these problems.  Certainly, I believe that the unemployment issue is primary (because real meaningful employment results in renters becoming home owners, poverty rates are decreased, retailers return to neighborhoods when more housing is strengthened), that is why I would be leading an effort at the national level to increase the DBE requirements on all USDOT projects to 50% (currently at 30%).  The Black population is in the highest need of sustainable jobs in this country and thus, we need to increase this figure so that there are more opportunities for MBE participation on Transportation projects.  
	Check1: Yes
	Check2: Yes
	Check3: Yes
	Check5: Off
	Text44:  #1 - (I am marking yes and no):  Although I agree with the premise of HB4356, I would prefer if it were also applicable to the Council members making it more comprehensive.  Given that they all are on the same election calendar and serve equal 4-year terms, it singles out the Mayor and doesn't hold accountable those in the Council who ratify by voting on Ordinances offered by the Mayor's Office (the Administration).

#2 - (I am marking No):  I do not like the Iran Deal (joint agreement between the permanent members of the UN Security Council and the EU) because it immediately puts Iran back in a very strong economic position.  Their increased economic strength largely due in part to an influx of oil revenues and cash (made possible by the unfreezing of assets listed in the tens of billions) and their imminent return as an oil-rich producing country will potentially allow them to be able to increase their capacity to fund terrrorism.  The pro's of this deal (continued monitoring of their enrichment program and conversion and reduction of their nuclear faciliites) do not surpass the con's (money to engage as a terrorist state, leaving our allies in the region susceptible to future aggressive actions by Iran) AND they are not to be trusted as evidenced by their ICBM test last October 2015.  
	Text27:   See my answer above in #5, but increasing the capacity of those doing business and sustainable job opportunities for Black people in our state is a primary issue/concern for me.  As Congressman, I will do everything in my power to move the bar for those unemployed, hard-to-employ and under-employed in order for us to win.  We have to win.  Plain and simple.  I will attempt to caucus with Representatives who face similar conditions in their respective Districts and work to gain bipartisan co-sponsors (being that Democrats are in the minority) in order to increase the odds of a Bill on this issue to the floor for a vote.
	Text28:   As Congressman, I would like to serve on the following Committees:  Joint Economice Committee, Small Business Committee and the Transportation & Infrastructure Committee.  The first two are synergistic in nature in that JEC makes recommendations on economic policy and reviews economic conditions; and the SBA Cmte has oversight over the SBA, small business financial aid and has regulatory flexibility.  The work and focus of both of these Committees impacts our community greatly and any work to improve our access to capital and ensure greater opportunities for Black people can be affected there.  Additionally, my push for an increased share of DBE participation can stem from my work on the Transportation & Infrastructure Committee. 
	Text29:   In our state, there are plenty of areas that are undeveloped:  Cairo, East St. Louis, Alton, Harvey, the Southland....but in the 1st Congressional District, we face areas of great disadvantage on the southside of Chicago, Robbins, Posen, and Elwood and the rural parts of Mokena.  However, the areas that can have the greatest potential for a measured and immediate impact are:  southside of Chicago, Blue Island, Mokena and Elwood.

	Check7: Yes
	Check8: Off
	Check9: Off
	Check10: Off
	Check11: Yes
	Check12: Off
	Text43:  #6 - Yes, this is huge opportunity to close a loophole that exists that excludes people of color from participation on FRA projects.  

 #7 - Yes, but ecause of legalities, I am not sure if the language could actually include specificities for black people (at the exclusion of any other races included in targeted underserved areas in our state.  BUT I would sponsor legislation that is in the spirit of this question.

 #8 - I am still reviewing my position on this as the revival of Glass-Steagall is somewhat necessary because we need to return to an era where we have greater regulatory controls over the banking industry, reductions in the proliferation of mergers of banks and investment institutions AND we do not need to have another financial crisis that sends us into another extended recession.  However, we do have to be very aware of how this impacts lending institutions in communities of color as the history of redlining and making access to capital/credit difficult for minorities is an issue of concern for me.
	Text33:   I would offer a real measured opportunity for failing schools to re-succeed by granting the resources (human/financial) necessary to accomplish the goal within the specified time period.  Increase funding to support the succession plan.  Those who are left in a failing school (that ultimately fails) are often the victims of a broken system, where they become living statistics that now are victims to the underbelly of life (joblessness, etc.).
	Text34:   As most parents have concerns for their children's education, I simply expect for the educational experiences for our children be excellent.  Therefore, I am for our children having excellence in education and am for any educational option that provides it.  Yes, there are significant issues with having multiple educational options (parochial, private, public, charter, home school, trade, vocational, etc.) as we search for the ideal model for children, however what cannot be overlooked is the game being played by policy-makers with regards to the charter vs. public debate.  Charters do not often use professionally licensed teachers and statistics show that those teachers have a very short tenure; however, one cannot overlook some of the positive gains made by students in those schools (Urban Prep and Perspectives are good examples).  Public schools often have very experienced and tenured educators, however stagnation and complacency often are a root problem at the bottom of the teacher pool.  Additionally, my main issue with this debate is that public schools are often not given opportunities to re-succeed and the current formula is to jettison the failing public schools in favor of charters, which destabilize communities resulting in spiraling effects in the neighborhoods.  Thus as a summarize:

Charters:
Pro's - school environment is positively different in most cases, disciplinary code, graduation rates seem to be on par (and in some cases exceedingly higher than - Urban Prep) with public schools.  Networks offer consistency and economy of scales in operations.

Con's - options to drop students from enrollment, often given unfair advantage to succeed, in most cases replaces a public school, being used as a political pawn, non-licensed teachers who leave within 6 years resulting in very high turnover rates.


	Text35:   First, make the schools in those neighborhoods equal to the schools in higher performing areas of the city where the other children (those that aren't low-income) are.  Furthermore, I would call for an increase of school standards whereby selective enrollment, learning gifted center, world language academies, etc. are located within those low-income neighborhoods so that the children in those communities have an opportunity to have an excellent educational experience also.  Third, as Congressman I would call for disbursement measures that make mandatory the use of funding amongst the entire portfolio of schools to be evenly allocated for all municipalities receiving US Department of Education federal funding
	Check4: Off
	Check6: Off
	Check19: Yes
	Check20: Off
	Text42:   #12 - I am answering NO.  I do support making college tuition more affordable because the rising tuition costs across the nation are getting exhorbitant and resulting in more eligible students opting for non-college choices.  I need to see the study that shows that free college results in a greater number of applicants, increased number of students completing their degrees and a higher graduation rate(s).  I cite the example of the "Kalamazoo Promise" where in Michigan, this endowment that provides free and greatly reduced tuition burdens for students families to attend colleges in Michigan (mainly state schools) has not resulted in higher metrics (see above).  I do believe that some personal investment is necessary for future college students because I just believe that you feel more accomplished once completed.  

  #13 - I won't argue against this description as it is still very important to make education very accessible, very affordable and much improved.  
	Text30:   The main issue is economics.  The failure of having good economics in Chicago's communities of color is the primary reason we live in a gun culture in this city.  Schools that offer excellence, poor retail sectors, unsustainable work opportunities for hard-to-employ, under-employed and unemployed individuals, high rates of joblessness amongst black men and youth, high rates of recidivism in our neighborhoods, high rates of health disparities, poor quality/healthy food options all result in high crime and violence rates that are amongst the main reasons why there is so much despair amongst our community.  The way to reverse many of these issues is to establish good economics.  

In no particular order, we must increase the residential roof top counts in areas where we have been decimated with flight during the last census period.  This has caused retailers to either leave or not locate in our neighborhoods.  This in turn results in less job opportunities for local residents.  Additionally, we must discover inventive ways to solve our public health issues.  As Congressman, I will look to support many of our NFP's who are doing substantive and meaningful work to eradicate these issues with federal funding.  We must also look to improve our education by creating 21st century schools.  As Congressman, I will look to fully take advantage of the FCC's ERate program that provides funding to school districts in need so that they can become technologically advanced.  Furthermore, this program/funding provides a path for job creation as local vendors who are technically proficient in performing the upgrades can bid on and be awarded contracts to perform the work.  To be brief, I will not only examine and study these issues but actually bring home resources that will be put towards reversing these trends in the District's highest areas of need.
	Text31:  Yes, I support the action by the President.  This action will close the loopholes and prevent guns from being sold to people who should not have them via the legal application/purchase process.  This ultimately will make it slightly more difficult for straw purchasers from being able to purchase guns in border states (Indiana, Wisconsin and Mississippi and locally in Riverdale) and illegally sell back to gangs in Chicago.  This helps the theoretical argument of if/then and we hope to see dramatic results within a very short period of time to determine if this path is more effective in curbing the gun market/culture in Chicago.  


	Text32:   Last October, the President and the US Sentencing Commission took a bold step to immediately reduce the sentences of largely low-offense inmates institutionalized for drug crimes.  34% of these inmates are Black and thus this is a hopeful first step in what promises to be a series of steps to reduce the sentencing guidelines for low-level drug offenses.  These offenses are disproportionately sentenced against Black men, which stems from the failure of having good economics (see answer #24 above) in their communities.  

In turn, if we see future steps that are in alignment with this Bureau of Prisons action, we will see a reduction in federal spending on Prison construction.
	Check13: Yes
	Check14: Off
	Check15: Off
	Check16: Yes
	Check17: Yes
	Check18: Off
	Check22: Off
	Check24: Yes
	Text41:  #17 - I answer Yes
 #18 - I answer Yes
 #19 - I answer Yes, (but I need clarification on how you conduct background checks via print advertisements)
 #21 - I answer Yes
 #22 - I answer Yes because I think this study can reap tremendous long-term benefits, (but with this House Resolution being introduced every session since 1997 and ZERO co-sponsors to date, what is the chance of this becoming law?)
	Check25: Yes
	Check26: Off
	Text36:   Voters should be confident in me as a candidate and offer me their vote of confidence because I will represent their interests.  I will pledge to make economic development of the entire region while focusing on the hardest hit areas of the District my priority.  As we move into the 21st century, we need someone who understands the boardroom and the community, offers a value-added experience relevant to the times we live in and one that is representative of where we are heading as we move forward.  I am that individual that the community should acknowledge is needed and can watch grow as a trusted leader as I am the legacy of the leadership we had during the eras of the 60's, 80's and today culminating with Obama as our first Black President.  
	Text37:   Poverty in Black communities are often the hardest hit, but the question of why they linger in poverty must be asked.  In large part that may be due to a combination of factors:  Migration trends favor investors who promote gentrification; high crime statistics due to recidivism and joblessness; disinvestment due to market factors; lack of political will; and failed leadership.

What I will do is utilize my experience of 20 years in the economic development profession and work diligently on solutions to reverse these trends.  I believe that we need someone with the knowledge, skills, abilities and experience in this field to solve these problems TODAY!  This will be the "outside the box" approach to these issues that haven't necessarily been seen in the skillsets of our political leaders.  
	Check21: Yes
	Check23: Off
	Text38:   First, I would not change the ACA nor would I have voted to repeal it however, with a projected number of up to 21M Americans being covered under expanded Medicaid (in addition to nearly 12M enrolled in state and federal marketplace plans to date), I'm not so sure that there is a way to make changes that would cover even more individuals....but I am willing to review the figures more closely in order to have a more intelligent conversation with the NBAC board if necessary.  
	Text40:   #26 - I answer Yes


